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LETTER FROM THE
SPORTS EDITOR
For students at the University of South
Carolina, a new school year always brings the
thrill of a new football season.
With head coach Will Muschamp and
quarterback Jake Bentley settling in for their
second seasons, students at USC have good reason
to be excited for the upcoming season.
Behind the leadership of these two and others,
the Gamecocks earned a bid to the Birmingham
Bowl last season, finishing 6-7 overall and fifth
in the SEC East. This season, the expectations
are even higher with the team being selected to
finish fourth in the SEC East in the preseason
poll at SEC Media Days. The excitement of
USC students has rubbed off on Muschamp,
who is impressed with the team’s culture and is
seeing more buy-in from players. Offensively,
the team returns a group of talented veterans,
including wide receiver Deebo Samuel and tight
end Hayden Hurst, who were both named to the
preseason first-team All-SEC by Athlon.
Hurst, a vocal leader, became the first
permanent sophomore team captain at USC and
set the school’s single-season record for catches
by a tight end with 48. Meanwhile, Samuel is
coming off a big performance in the Birmingham
Bowl, tying USC’s single-game record with 14
receptions for 190 yards against USF.
Defensively, Muschamp and his assistants
worked this offseason to earn the commitments of
several highly-touted recruits who may see playing
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time as freshmen, including Jamyest Williams,
Sherrod Greene and Aaron Sterling. Linebacker
Skai Moore will make his return from injury and
Bryson Allen-Williams enters his senior season,
providing leadership to these younger players.
As for the schedule, USC will start the season
with a tough matchup against N.C. State at the
Belk College Kickoff in Charlotte. From there,
the Gamecocks are presented with a slew of tough
road matchups, including Texas A&M on Sept.
30 and Georgia on Nov. 4. The Gamecocks’ lone
FCS opponent is Wofford, which they will face
for the first time in five years on Nov. 18.
With the growing excitement for this season,
The Daily Gamecock’s sports staff is making an
effort to provide more useful information USC
students can use while attending games. Enter
our “For the students” section, beginning on page
46. The section includes helpful tips on earning
loyalty points for tickets, details on what to bring
to Williams-Brice Stadium and changes to the
most popular tailgating lots at USC.
Whether you’re a senior preparing for your
last season cheering in the student section or a
freshman gearing up for your first football game,
I hope this preview serves you well.
— Carson Mason, Sports Editor
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Bentley ready to lead and learn in second
season as starting quarterback
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

South Carolina quarterback
Jake Bentley made the most of an
abbreviated season as a freshman last
year.
T h i s y e a r, B e n t l e y h a s t h e
opportunity to play his first full
season as the starting quarterback,
and Gamecock fans and head coach
Will Muschamp are looking forward
to it.
“I think he had a really good
offseason program before we started
spring ball,” Muschamp said. “Then
you see the progression in spring,
the more that Coach Roper and our
offensive staff continued to give him,
the better and better he continued to
perform and improve.”
According to Muschamp, Bentley
is constantly watching tape and
hanging out with the offensive line,
defensive line and secondary in effort
to acclimate himself with the whole

squad.
“He understands what it takes
to be the quarterback,” Muschamp
said. “Those are the things I see, and
obviously, he has all the intangible
qualities to handle the situation. I am
looking forward to seeing him play
this year.”
“I’m with Cory Helms and Alan
[Knott] all the time,” Bentley added.
“Deebo [Samuel] and Hayden
[Hurst], I hang out with them a lot.
I think we’ve really gotten closer
together as a unit and hopefully, it
pays off on the field.”
Bentley will have more freedom to
call his own plays this season, which
Muschamp said will give the 19-yearold a good amount of latitude at the
line of scrimmage based on if the
team runs a pass, run or pass with a
run built in.
“That’s what you’ll see – more of
that with us at the line of scrimmage
as opposed to tempo,” Muschamp

said. “Obviously, we still want to
be able to dictate the tempo of the
game. To have that luxury at the
quarterback position certainly helps,
but also the experience around him.
The offensive line experience coming
back, the skill position experience
coming back helps as well.”
For Bentley the biggest thing
is executing plays, but he added,
“If I see a look or I see something
that I think could work, I have that
freedom. It’s kind of one of those
things when it works, it’s good.
When it doesn’t work, I get some
criticism for that. Overall, I do have
some freedom, too.”
Last season, Bentley started the last
seven games of the season, including
the Birmingham Bowl, going 125for-190 for 1,420 yards with nine
touchdowns. In preparation for
the upcoming year, the Opelika,
Alabama, native broke down all of
his film from last season with Matt

Simms.
“We really analyzed every game
from last year that I played in and
really broke it down, play by play,”
Bentley said. “We really focused on
what I did good, what I did bad.
Tried to learn from it and tried to use
what I’ve learned during fall camp.”
Bentley threw just four
interceptions in 2016, and his 65.8
percent completion percentage
ranks fourth in USC history for
a single season, according to
GamecocksOnline. With a slew of
veteran weapons returning, including
NFL hopefuls wide receiver Deebo
Samuel and tight end Hayden Hurst,
he’s looking to build on that in 2017.
“They all want it,” Bentley said.
“I guess my thing is just throw it to
the open guy. If they can get open
at practice, I know they can get open
in the game. That’s the big thing.
There are a lot of great receivers.”

Yangxing Ding / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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SKAI’S THE LIMIT
STAR LINEBACKER READY TO MAKE
UP FOR LOST 2016 SEASON

Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

The news of linebacker
Skai Moore’s injury was
tough for USC fans to
swallow last season.
But Gamecocks can exhale
this season now that Moore
is back and better than ever,
according to head coach
Will Muschamp.
“I think he had a great
spring,” Muschamp said. “He
probably feels like he’s been
in the best shape he’s been
in. He’s up to 225 pounds.
He’s moving extremely well.
I think I’m expecting him to
play extremely well.”
Moore
was
the
Gamecocks’ leading
tackler for three straight
seasons before missing the
entire 2016 season with a
herniated disc in his neck
that required surgery. Prior
to his injury, Moore was
named to Athlon’s preseason
second-team All-SEC and
was a second-team All-SEC
selection by the Associated
Press and SEC coaches.
He finished his junior
year campaign with 111
total tackles, ranking third
in the SEC with 9.2 tackles
per game, according to
GamecocksOnline. Not to

mention, he became the
first USC player to reach
100 tackles in one season
since 2006, recording double
figures in six games in 2015.
At 6-foot-2 and 225
pounds, Moore is known for
his speed and will remain at
the weak-side position this
season. Senior Bryson AllenWilliams and sophomore
T.J. Brunson will start beside
him.
“It’s a lot of talent, I
mean, between us three,”
Moore said. “We’re going
to run around and hit. Good
amount of experience. I
think we have a lot of talent.
It’s going to be a special
year, definitely, at linebacker
for us.”
Muschamp hopes the pair
of seniors — Moore, who
was a team captain his junior
year, and Allen-Williams,
who is known for his vocal
leadership — can help guide
the five freshman linebackers
who joined the squad this
season, including Sherrod
Greene, Davonne Bowen,
Cole Davis, Alex DeLoach
and Sean McGonigal.
“They are two very wellrespected guys within the
locker room,” Muschamp
said. “They are two

experienced players and
productive players as well.
In order to be a leader, you
got to be a productive guy.
You can’t be a guy running
your mouth all the time but
not make any plays. Those
guys do lead by example
by how they prepare, how
they practice and how they
go about their business, but
they are very productive.”
Moore is itching to take
his first in-game snap in
more than a year during the
Gamecocks’ season opener
against NC State at Bank
of America Stadium. He’s
fared well in the Queen
City before, snagging two
interceptions in the season
opener against North
Carolina there in 2015. His
interception of quarterback
Marquise Williams’ pass on
a fourth and goal from the
8-yard line helped secure
USC’s 17-13 win.
“I was just watching your
friends, your teammates
running around there doing
what they love. I love the
game, so [sitting out] was
difficult,” Moore said. “I
tried my best just to motivate
them and get them through,
but I’m happy to be back,
for sure.”

Daniel Hou / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Allen-Williams emerging as vocal
leader for young Gamecocks
Nick Papadimas
@TDG_SPORTS

Senior linebacker Bryson AllenWilliams, known as a vocal leader
on the Gamecocks roster, looks to
implement his leadership abilities in
Will Muschamp’s second season at the
helm in Columbia.
With the current roster holding
only 13 seniors, Allen-Williams will
lead the pack among what is expected
to be a young, talented squad this
fall. In addition to Allen-Williams,
key returners on the team include
quarterback Jake Bentley, running back
Rico Dowdle and tight end Hayden
Hurst.
With the return of linebacker
Skai Moore from an injury that left
him redshirted in the 2016 season,
Muschamp said Moore’s and Allen-

Williams’ abilities on the field will help
mold to the roster as a whole.
“Skai and Bryson Allen are two guys
that have played a lot of football,”
Muschamp said. “They are two very
well-respected guys within the locker
room. That means a lot. They are two
experienced players and productive
players as well ... Those guys do lead by
example by how they prepare, how they
practice and how they go about their
business, but they are very productive.”
Allen-Williams noted that senior
leadership will be a key component
for success this season in addition to
having a steady buy-in from players into
Muschamp’s system.
“Not having flux between year-toyear, that’s actually helping us out a
lot,” Allen-Williams said. “We have an
established culture, we have a direction

that we’re trying to go in, and people
aren’t going to differ from that. We
have senior leadership, guys who are
stepping up to take charge of the team,
we’re running the team. We want it to
be a big family ... [and we want to] lay
down the foundation for the program
moving forward.”
Allen-Williams played in every
game in 2016, ranking second on the
team with 75 tackles, including 46
solo tackles, and 8.5 tackles for loss,
according to GamecocksOnline. He
showed his defensive versatility towards
the end of last season, picking off
passes against Clemson in the regular
season finale and South Florida in the
Birmingham Bowl.
During the offseason, Allen-Williams
spent his summer in Columbia,
completing an internship with ABC

Columbia. His experiences as part of
the Beyond Sports program helped him
gain a grasp of real-world experiences
outside of the gridiron. Those
experiences prepared him for gaining
new experiences in his final season as a
Gamecock, Allen-Williams said.
“The stuff that helps us in football
tends to translate in the real world,
especially when you’re working,” AllenWilliams said. “Just hard work on the
football field translates to hard work in
the workplace. That’s the biggest thing
for me. Knowing that you could always
learn something new, you could always
go somewhere thinking that you know
everything but you’re not going to get
anything out of it. When you go into
things with an open mind, you usually
end up learning things you didn’t
know.”

Anna Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Bryson Allen-Williams (4) was the Gamecocks’ second-leading tackler
in 2016, finishing with 75, behind only D.J. Smith (80).
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Charleston receives surprise
scholarship after practice
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

Valencia Abraham / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A good place to work and grow
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When defensive
back Javon Charleston
first stepped onto the
University of South
Carolina campus two
years ago, he told his
roommates he had one
main goal: earning a
football scholarship.
That goal came true
after the Gamecocks’
student-open practice at
Williams-Brice Stadium
on Tuesday when the
redshirt sophomore
was awarded a football
scholarship from head
coach Will Muschamp.
“It was a relief,
honestly because it was
one of my biggest goals
coming here two years
ago when I stepped on
campus,” Charleston
said. “It was kind of a
relief to get that out
the way and just focus
on football.”
The
official
Gamecock Football
Tw i t t e r a c c o u n t
released a video of the
announcement, which
has received more than
1,000 retweets and
counting.
“I watched it a couple
times. My Twitter went
crazy after that and
until recently now, it’s
kind of slowing down.
I watched it a couple
times. People were
sending it to me and
telling me they were
proud of me.”
Charleston’s mom

and dad were both
present for the
announcement, coming
onto the field after
practice to hug and
congratulate him.
“I didn’t have any
idea, but I did see my
dad walk on the field
towards the end,”
Charleston said. “I was
trying to figure out why
he was coming on the
field. I was trying to
signal over to him like
‘No!’ But it was really
cool.”
Charleston’s friends
a n d f a m i l y w e r e n ’t
the only ones who
were proud of the
work he put in to earn
a scholarship. His
teammates also shared
their congratulations.
“I was on the field
and I’m thankful that
he was able to get a
scholarship,” offensive
lineman Zack Bailey
said. “He’s worked his
butt off and he’s earned
it, so I commend him
for all of his hard
work and effort. As
a scholarship person,
seeing guys that are
walking on and putting
in the time as well as
the classroom. A lot of
those guys have to keep
their GPA to a certain
minimum just to keep
their like pell grants
and scholarship and
things of that sort, so I
applaud him.”
Last
season,
Charleston primarily

10
2

played on special
teams, recording 10
tackles over 13 games.
He was moved from
wide receiver to
defensive back during
last year’s fall camp.
His best performance
came against Missouri,
in which Charleston
made two special teams
tackles for the secondstraight week and was
named Special Teams
Player of the Game.
The
6-foot,
189-pound Charleston
earned a letter for
his work on special
teams last season, and
is working with the
second safety unit this
fall.
Running back A.J.
Turner lives in the
room next door to
Charleston on campus,
and said the two talk
frequently. He said
Charleston is constantly
seen working out and
attending meetings
to learn more about
the game, making
the scholarship welldeserved.
“Being a very
unselfish player he
could’ve very well
could’ve been like
‘Hey coach, I feel like
I should go somewhere
else. You know, you’re
changing my primary
position,’’ Turner said.
“He’s been a good sport
about it and we’re just
grateful to have him.”

31
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Weapons abundant
for Bentley,
USC oﬀense
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

Quarterback Jake
Bentley will not be in
short supply of offensive
weapons when he
takes the field for his
sophomore season.
Along with Bentley,
nine starters return
to the USC offense,
including tight end
Hayden Hurst and wide
receiver Deebo Samuel,
who were both named
to the preseason AllSEC team by Athlon.
Hurst is coming off a
record-setting season as
a player and team leader.
He not only set the
single-season program
record for catches with
48, but also became the
first sophomore in USC
history to be named a
permanent team captain.
As a walk-on who
played professional
baseball in the
Pittsburgh Pirates
organization before
joining the team, Hurst
has a wide range of
experiences, which he
draws on to help lead
the younger players.
“I just try to be
the voice of reason,”
Hurst said. “I’ve kind
of been through some
things and seen some

things. I’m almost five
years older than some
of these guys. I try to
just keep everybody
calm. When you’re an
18-year-old kid and
kind of experience some
of these things and
SEC football, it can be
overwhelming.”
Hurst compiled 616
receiving yards on
48 passes last season,
averaging 12.8 yards per
catch. His longest catch
was 47 yards, tying
Samuel’s for the longest
on the team, and came
against Florida on Nov.
12.
“For me, I just try
to do what the coaches
tell me,” Hurst said. “I
try to be that reliable
target for Jake whenever
he needs it. I tell him
‘Whenever you’re in
trouble, just give it to
me. I’ll kind of bail you
out.’”
Like Hurst, Samuel
put together a standout
season in 2016. As a
sophomore, Samuel led
the Gamecocks with
783 receiving yards on
59 passes, along with
six rushing touchdowns.
Compared to his SEC
counterparts, Samuel
ranked second in allpurpose yardage per

game with 132, third
in receptions per game
with 5.9 and fourth
in receiving yards per
game with 78.3, per
GamecocksOnline.
“He’s very dangerous
with the ball in his
hands,” Muschamp said.
“He has really good
lower body strength. He
can run through tackles,
much like a running
back with a ball in his
hands. We’ve got to find
different ways to target
him in the game. He
needs to be touching the
ball 10-15 times.”
One of Muschamp’s
biggest concerns with
Samuel this season is
making sure he stays
healthy.
“He’s had some soft
tissue issues in high
school and at South
Carolina,” Muschamp
s a i d . “ We ’ v e g o t a
better handle on that
administratively as
coaches about work
capacity and what he
can handle, because
everyone’s different.
We’ll certainly keep an
eye on that. When he
was healthy last year,
he was an elite player in
our league.”

Lauren Simmons / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Three-way race
at running back
position
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

When it comes to South Carolina’s
offense, most of the starters were
determined following spring camp
-- except for one position: running
backs.
Between Rico Dowdle, Ty’Son
Williams and A.J. Turner, the
Gamecocks have a three-way battle
at the position.
While head coach Will Muschamp
said Dowdle will likely start against
NC State, he would be confident
with any of the backs starting.
“(I am) very comfortable playing
all three,” Muschamp said. “All three
are quality players, and all three are
going to (play). Rico (Dowdle) will
probably start the game. Certainly
Ty’Son (Williams) is going to be a
guy who’s going to spell him. A.J.
(Turner) will be in probably the third
series of the game. We still have to
work through the rotation of things
we need to do, but whoever has the
hot hand is going to carry us. All
three guys deserve to play. All three
guys deserve to start, to be honest
with you. We’re going to find times
to possibly get two of them on the
field together.”
Dowdle and Turner both enter
their sophomore seasons, while
Williams will play his first season
with USC after transferring from
North Carolina.
Turner received most of the reps
last season, making four straight
starts to open the year. That is,
until Dowdle emerged. The thenfreshman Dowdle didn’t see any
in-game action until week 5 against
Texas A&M, and made his first

start against Georgia in week 6.
He became the full-time starter
two weeks later against Tennessee,
recording a season-high 27 rushes
in that game and ending the season
with six starts under his belt.
Dowdle logged three 100-yard
performances, including a careerhigh 226 yards against Western
Carolina on Nov. 19. He led the
Gamecocks with 764 total rushing
yards and six touchdowns on 133
attempts, becoming the first true
freshman to lead the team in rushing
since Marcus Lattimore in 2010.
“Knowing that I had help and it
wasn’t just me, I didn’t take it into
a negative way at all,’ Turner said.
“It was more help and we’re trying
to win. In the SEC, you need more
than one back. You need two. We’ve
got three. That just makes it all the
more better. Everybody’s going to be
fresh.”
As for Williams, the redshirt
sophomore sat out last season to
comply with NCAA transfer rules.
He rushed 19 times for 57 yards and
caught one pass as a true freshman at
North Carolina in 2015.
Williams has South Carolina roots,
graduating from Crestwood High
School in Sumter, S.C., in 2015.
He rushed for 1,058 yards and 14
touchdowns on 194 carries as a high
school senior and was considered
the top player in the state by ESPN
as well as the No. 11 running back
nationally.
Turner dealt with mild injuries last
season, including a Grade 1 sprained
knee he acquired during

SEEBACKSPAGE14

Madison MacDonald / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A.J. Turner started in four games last season, and he will play Saturday.

Logan Zahner / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Ty’Son Williams takes a handoff from Jake Bentley in the spring game.
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Carolina Alert is the
Emergency Preparedness
resource on campus
for students.

the Missouri game. He finished
second on the team with 497 total
rushing yards and three touchdowns.
He recorded the longest individual
rush of the season at 75 yards against
Texas A&M, while also handling kick
return duties.
While he would like a bigger role
than a third-down, pass-catching
pass-protecting back, Turner said
he’s willing to do whatever he can to
help the team win.
“Ideally, I’d like to see myself
doing more because I kind of feel
like that I can do more,” Turner
said. “Like I said, whatever the team
needs. I’m just meeting the team
needs cause like I said earlier, we all
want to do the same thing, which is
win.”
When it’s time to select between
the three players, Muschamp said it
will all come down to production.
“Who practices the best, prepares
the best, who takes care of the ball,
who’s the most productive guy,”
Muschamp said. “Whoever that guy
is that carries the ball a bunch on
game day. So, that’ll be determined

by them, not me.”
Another area Muschamp wants
to see rushing improvement in this
season? The red zone.
“The ability to run the ball in
critical situations such as the end of
the game, in the red zone, and shortyardage and goal line, you’ve got to
be able to get the yards you need
to get to get out of the game, the
half. All those things are important,”
Muschamp said. “Put your players
in the best situations so they can
be successful; philosophically, that’s
what we want.”
According to Turner, the three
running backs, who are close friends,
have discussed the battle for the
starting spot and understand they all
share the same goal.
“We all want to win so we know
what it takes,” Turner said. “We
know we have to compete to make
each other better. We know at the
end of the day, there’s only really
going to be one or two backs on the
field at the same time. That’s why we
have to compete so you can get that
opportunity to showcase yourself,
showcase your talent to the coaches
and everybody else.”

• Sign up to receive emergency notiﬁcations
• Learn how to stay safe on campus
• Review emergency procedures

Students, sign up to receive text messages
and emails at carolinaalert.sc.edu.
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
(#CarolinaAlert).
www.sc.edu/carolinaalert

Download the Rave
Guardian App!

Sarah Stone / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Rico Dowdle is expected to start Saturday after starting nine games in 2016.
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Be Well
Carolina
Negative
Self-Talk

Sexual Health

Plan your 
workouts

Check in with
your coach

Document

Sleep

#DontSkipABeat

Be Well Carolina is a personalized approach to setting health and wellness goals. Specialized health
educators will guide participants to establish lasting healthy behaviors based upon individual needs. The
personalized plan may focus on physical activity, balanced eating, sexual health, stress management, or
tobacco treatment. Your Be Well coach will provide judgement free encouragement through obstacles
and help navigate the journey to a healthier, happier you.

sa.sc.edu/shs/bewell
Student Health Services

Student Health Services, an accredited Patient-Centered Medical Home.
Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community.
The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.
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OFFENSIVE DEPTH
CHART
QB
19 Jake Bentley
12

Michael Scarnecchia

RB
5 Rico Dowdle
25 A.J. Turner
27 Ty’Son Williams

WR
1 Deebo Samuel
89 Bryan Edwards
13 Shi Smith
18
6

TE
81 Hayden Hurst
40 Jacob August
87
3

LT

OrTre Smith
Terry Googer

LG

77 Malik Young

72 Donell Stanley

74

50

Dennis Daley

Sadarius Hutcherson

Kiel Pollard
K.C. Crosby

C

RG

RT

70 Alan Knott

51 Cory Helms

78 Zack Bailey

60

63

69

Chandler Farrell

Blake Camper

D.J. Park
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DEFENSIVE DEPTH
CHART
DE
95 Dante Sawyer
8 D.J. Wonnum
5 Keir Thomas
35

Daniel Fennell

N

DT

CB

90 Taylor Stallworth
93 Ulric Jones

7 JaMarcus King
16 Rashad Fenton

97
99

3
21

Kobe Smith
Javon Kinlaw

S

WLB

21 Jamyest Williams 24 D.J. Smith
3
Chris Lammons
3 Chris Lammons
17
9

Chris Lammons
Jamyest Williams

10 Skai Moore
11

Eldridge Thompson

Javon Charleston
Keisean Nixon

SLB

MLB

4 Bryson Allen-Williams

6 T.J. Brunson

29

44

Antoine Wilder

Sherrod Greene
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Hinson’s
‘Sweet’
offseason
Church of Christ

Campus Ministry
On-Campus Worship each Sunday
night at 7:00 in Russell House 303.
You’re invited!

TDG
@thegamecock

ƉĂůŵĞƩŽĐŽĐ͘ĐŽŵͬĐƐĐĐ

Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

Redshirt freshman tight end Evan
Hinson may have had one of the busiest
springs among players on the USC
football team. But it wasn’t because of
spring practice.
Hinson, a member of the USC men’s
basketball team, traveled with Frank
Martin’s Gamecocks to Phoenix, Ariz.,
to compete in the Final Four of the
NCAA Tournament. While he missed
the majority of spring practice, Hinson
says the Final Four experience gave him
takeaways that will translate onto the
football field.
“Our camaraderie on the Final Four
team is what prepared us to be the Final
Four team,” Hinson said. “So, as a team,
on the football team, we probably need
to get more brotherly, stuff like that ...
because that matters a lot.”
Hinson redshirted last season and
joined the basketball team following
the Birmingham Bowl in November,
garnering nine points and five rebounds
in eight games. The basketball team
was eliminated by Gonzaga in the Final
Four, but according to head coach Will
Muschamp, Hinson wasted no time
getting back to the gridiron grind.
“After the Final Four, he was in
our building the next time he could
be in there,” Muschamp said. “He’s
up over 240. He looks great and runs

extremely well. Athletically, he’s a guy
who certainly can contribute on special
teams, and, depending on how he
competes through camp, he should be
compete and help us at tight end. We’re
counting on him.”
Hinson came to USC after graduating
from Deltona High School (Florida) in
2016, where he amassed 465 yards and
six touchdowns during his senior season.
He also played on the defensive side of
the ball, making 35 tackles during his
senior year, including eight for loss and
five sacks.
As a part of the crowded tight end
position — anchored by veterans
Hayden Hurst and K.C. Crosby with
competition from Jacob August, Kiel
Pollard and Kyle Markway — Hinson
will have to make big strides to separate
himself.
His high school versatility, along with
his athleticism as a basketball player and
increased muscle mass this spring, puts
him in consideration for playing time
on special teams and possibly at wide
receiver.
“I just try to get in where I fit in. Just
do my assignment when they tell me to
do it. Just play to my ability. That’s all
I’m trying to do,” Hinson said. “Really
just me putting it together in the weight
room, it just, I just naturally got to be
this.”

ALL THE RIGHT INGREDIENTS.
CHOICES ARE NEARLY ENDLESS AND INCLUDE:

Every pizza is
made-to-order and
cooked-from-scratch.

4

3

Di̫erent
pizza sizes

Types of
crusts

6

45

Sauces Fresh toppings,
including glutenfree options

Toasted Foldwiches &
gourmet entrée-size salads
round out the menu.

601 Main Street, Corner of Blossom & Main
(803) 256-0033
@UncleMaddiosUSC
Order online: unclemaddios.com
Maddio’s proudly accepts
the Carolina Card

Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Evan Hinson (back right) celebrates with teammates after South
Carolina’s 77-70 Elite Eight win over Florida in Madison Square Garden.
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Student Health Services
University of South Carolina
An accredited Patient-Centered Medical Home
Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community
Examples of services available (some of our services are pre-paid with
the student health fee, which is part of tuition; please see sa.sc.edu/shs
for more information):
• Assessment and diagnosis of illnesses such as sore throat, cough, sinus
issues, stomach bug/food poisoning, seasonal ﬂu and other primary care
health needs
• Disease management with wellness and prevention strategies
• Examinations of wounds and suturing of injuries
• Casting of minor bone fractures
• Comprehensive women’s health care
• Free ﬂu shots (look for our clinics beginning in late
September)
• 10 individual sessions w/ a counselor per
academic year
• Consultations for stress management,
nutrition, exercise, tobacco cessation and sexual
health
Most appointment wait times
less than 20 minutes
Make appointments 24/7 online at
sc.edu/myhealthspace

Services
MEDICAL
General/primary care · Women’s health · Vision care · Lab
testing · X-rays · Immunizations · Travel consultations ·
Sports medicine & physical therapy · Pharmacy (transfer
reﬁlls here!) · Allergy shots
MENTAL HEALTH
Counseling · Psychiatry · Individual & group therapy ·
Outreach · Crisis intervention · Psychiatric evaluations ·
Medication management
HEALTHY CAMPUS INITIATIVES
Sexual assault and violence prevention & advocacy services
· Wellness consultations, including stress management,
nutrition, exercise, tobacco cessation & sexual health ·
Healthy Carolina campus initiatives, programs and healthy
policies

New health center:
Center for Health and Well-Being
NEW AND EXPANDED
SERVICES
• Enhanced exam space with the
addition of mental health specialists
• Expanded sports medicine and
physical therapy services including a
complete rehab gym
• Expanded pharmacy services
• A new state-of-the-art
demonstration kitchen
• A new eye clinic and optical shop
coming spring 2018

For more information visit:
sa.sc.edu/shs or call: 803-777-3175
New health center:
Center for Health and Well-Being
1401 Devine St, Columbia, SC 29208
Thomson Building
1409 Devine St, Columbia, SC 29208
facebook.com/UofSCshs
@UofSCshs
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Bobby Bentley grows as parent
and coach in second season
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

In his second season with the
Gamecocks, Bobby Bentley is feeling
more comfortable as a coach and a
dad.
Along with being South Carolina’s
running backs coach, Bobby Bentley
is the father of starting quarterback
Jake Bentley, who is also entering his
second season with the team.
“It was probably harder last year
knowing that he was lining up
and probably wasn’t ready,” Bobby
Bentley said. “But this year, it’s a
little bit different for me. I’m able
to focus on the running backs even
more. I feel more comfortable with
a year under my belt as a running
backs coach here at South Carolina
and in the SEC.”
According to Bobby Bentley, the

19-year-old Jake Bentley has always
been a more mature athlete and
person than his age suggests. That
maturity is helping Jake Bentley
thrive under the system of offensive
coordinator and quarterbacks coach
Kurt Roper, who has 14 years of
SEC coaching experience and is also
entering his second season with the
Gamecocks.
“I think him being a year older
in the system and especially with
the way coach Roper coaches him,
he has to know all the protections,”
Bobby Bentley said. “He has to know
all the blocking schemes to make
sure he gets all the checks, so coach
Roper puts a lot on him. He’s got to
be mature. He wouldn’t be able to
handle it.”
Bobby Bentley, a native of Duncan,
South Carolina, has deep ties to
coaching in the Palmetto State. He

served as an assistant coach at James
F. Byrnes High School from 199094 before being named head coach
in 1995. He was named the head
football coach at Presbyterian College
in 2007, and became the district
wide athletic director and public
information officer for Spartanburg
School District 5 in 2009.
Jake Bentley grew up in a football
environment in Duncan, watching
his dad coach for the Blue Hose
and Rebels. The family moved to
Auburn in 2014 when Bobby Bentley
became an offensive analyst for Gus
Malzahn’s Tigers.
So, how does Bobby Bentley
separate the roles of coach and father
on the field?
“During practice, I don’t really say
much,” Bobby Bentley said. “During
the game, I’m probably more of his
cheerleader than anything. During

practice, I really don’t say much to
him. Before practice, I do. I want
to make sure I kind of know what
he’s thinking on some plays. I kind
of ask him just to sort of help me
with the running backs too so we’ll
know where our read is as far as the
progression.”
J a k e B e n t l e y i s n ’t t h e o n l y
quarterback in the Bentley family.
Bobby Bentley and his wife, Paulette,
have five children, including their
son Shuler Bentley, who is the
quarterback at Murray State.
“A lot of guys don’t get to have
their kids around in college football,
like my son Shuler,” Bobby Bentley
said. “I’m dealing with him via text
message how he’s doing. With Jake,
I’m right here with him, so it’s a
blessing.”

Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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BOBBY BENTLEY
CAREER TIMELINE

Quarterback
Presbyterian
1986-89

Assistant Coach
Byrnes HS (SC)
1990-94

Head Coach
Byrnes HS (SC)
1995-2006

Offensive Analyst
Auburn
2014-15

Running Backs Coach
Logan Zahner / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

South Carolina
2016-
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Position preview:
Secondary
Pete Helms

@BEANNUGGET96

Head coach Will Muschamp
and defensive coordinator Travaris
Robinson are known for their
proficiency in coaching cornerbacks
and safeties.
The duo coached talented
secondaries in their tenures at
Florida. Defensive backs Vernon
Hargreaves III, Keanu Neal, Jalen
Tabor, Quincy Wilson and Marcus
Maye harassed SEC offenses, and
were molded into first and second
round draft picks in the process.
The secondary was a weakness for
the Gamecocks in 2014 and 2015, but
in year one, Muschamp and Robinson
were able to get the Gamecocks from
64th to 42nd nationally in passing
yards allowed. Now, the secondary is
a year older, more versatile and has
added several young, gifted players
from the 2017 class.
Fresh faces
One of those young players
is cornerback Jamyest Williams,

who was the crown jewel of the
Gamecocks’ 2017 recruiting class.
Williams had offers from a majority
of major programs in the country. He
ultimately decided to stick with the
Gamecocks after a late push by SEC
rival, Georgia. During his recent
media availability, Robinson was
asked about Williams and where he
would play.
“A really good, talented player,”
Robinson said of Williams. “We’re
playing him at multiple spots right
now.”
Robinson did concede that
Williams has primarily been playing
at the nickel position. Keisean
Nixon and Tavyn Jackson are two
other newcomers from the 2017
class who are expected to play a
significant number of snaps this
season. Jackson was an unheralded
recruit from Florida, but the coaches
are excited about his potential. He
has been fighting off nagging injuries

SEESECONDARYPAGE7

Strom Thurmond Wellness & Fitness Center
Solomon Blatt Physical Education Center
P: 803-576-9375
F: 803-777-5261
campusrec.sc.edu
University of South Carolina
Campus Recreation
@UofSC_CampusRec
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throughout fall camp which has
hindered his development.
“...Because of our numbers he’s
going to have to play...,” Muschamp
said. “He’s a guy we’re still counting
on.”
Muschamp had to fend off
Tennessee, Georgia, UCLA and
others to sign highly-coveted junior
college prospect Keisean Nixon.
Nixon was a star during his two
years at JUCO powerhouse Arizona
Western College, recording 11
interceptions in his short time
there. It took longer than the
coaches hoped, but he finally made
it to campus in early August. He’s a
versatile player that the coaches are
cross training for both safety and
corner.
Asked about Nixon, Robinson
said, “He’s a really good player...He’s
got a good skillset.”
Nixon is cross training for both
corner and safety, but if he wants to
see the field early, then he should aim
for safety. This is because Muschamp
stated without hesitation that
Jamarcus King and Rashad Fenton
would be the starting cornerbacks
during his post-scrimmage press
conference on Aug. 19.
Returning players
Fenton started seven games and
King started 11 games last year,
which provides key experience for
a critical position. King said the
Gamecocks would be playing a lot of
press man coverage this year, which
requires very technically sound play
from the secondary. It is a highrisk, high-reward style of defense
that can only be successfully run

when safeties come in and save any
mistakes made by the cornerbacks.
Due to shoulder nerve damage,
the Gamecocks will be without
freshman Jaylin Dickerson, a player
Muschamp praised this spring. That
means the defensive staff will have
to rely on versatile guys like Chris
Lammons and Nixon, in addition to
veterans like D.J. Smith and Steven
Montac to fill out the starting
and rotational roles at the safety
positions. Lammons started every
game for the Gamecocks last season.
Though he mainly played at corner
and nickel last year, this year he’s
been pegged a safety for the time
being.
“Right now he’s playing safety,”
Muschamp said. “He would be our
third corner, and probably our third
nickel depending on what package
we are in.”
Smith and Montac are going to
have an impact at the safety position
as well. Smith is a senior who led
the team in tackles last season. His
experience and leadership will be a
huge asset in Muschamp’s second
year. Montac is a walk-on who is
expected to come off the bench this
year and at least match last year’s 39
tackles. Keeping players like Montac
healthy is crucial for Muschamp and
Robinson this year.
They said they like the players
they have, but depth is concerning
for the secondary, especially at
corner. The coaches are hoping
cross training players for multiple
positions and managing the rotation
will be enough to keep this talented
secondary in tact for the duration of
the season.

l
ecia

special:
lunch

h Sp
Lunc

lunch special:

New Signature Burger & a
Coke® only $10

As good a line-up as our
Gamecocks!
If you are under the age of 21, it is against the law to buy alcoholic beverages. All South Carolina regulations enforced.

Visit us in the Vista or order for pick up online at longhornsteakhouse.com
803-254-5100 ¦ 902 Gervais Street, Columbia, SC 29201
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SHELL YEAH
FORMER GAMECOCK OL
MAKING WAVES IN THE BIG APPLE

Kayla Pace

@KAYPACE17

Asking around at a youth football
practice in Goose Creek, South
Carolina, many kids will tell you the
same thing: one day, they hope to play
in the NFL.
Brandon Shell was no exception.
“It was always a dream when I was
younger,” Shell said. “But reality doesn’t
set in until you’re going through the
whole draft process, and talking to all
the teams, and the scouts, and doing
all the workouts, so that’s when it all
actually, really hit me.”
Shell was selected by the New York
Jets in the fifth round of the 2016
NFL Draft, as the 158th overall pick.
He proudly represented the flagship
university of his home state, South
Carolina. One year later, he is already
competing for a starting job at right

tackle against veteran Brent Qvale.
“I think it’s going pretty good”
said Shell. “But at the end of the day,
that’s all I can do, is put my best foot
forward.”
A lot has changed for the Jets in the
year Shell has been with the team. A
disappointing 2016 season led to the
roster being gutted and a new offensive
coordinator in John Morton. With that,
came a new West Coast style offense
that made a year’s worth of learning
plays suddenly irrelevant.
Still, Shell has not let the changes set
him back.
“The West Coast offense, it’s a lot of
verbage” Shell said during Jets camp.
“You know, we got a lot more different
plays, and different ways to run plays,
but you know, I think I’m adjusting to
it very well…I kinda actually like it a
lot better than the offense we had last
year.”

Shell has seen many changes in
himself as a player and a person during
his time in New York. His physicality
has improved, and he’s found a new
love for Italian food, but he has not
forgotten the most important thing he
learned at Carolina.
“Stay focused, don’t get down on
yourself,” Shell said.
This is a lesson that has been tested
from Shell’s very first start as a Jet.
He went head-to-head with Cameron
Wake, a Miami Dolphins defensive
end who is widely acknowledged as
one of the best in the league. Wake is
best known by Jets fans, however, for
leveling quarterback Bryce Petty during
Shell’s first start in December 2016.
“Going against him was like, ‘Wow,
he actually is what they say he is,” Shell
admitted.
But Shell’s dedication to becoming a
Pro Bowl-level player led him straight

to the film, so he could improve his
game for the next matchup.
“You gotta find out what their strong
points and weak points are,” Shell said.
“Once you do that, you just gotta find
out little tips that will tip off certain
things that they do.”
Many players have the drive and work
ethic to attempt to go pro, but Shell is
grateful the Jets recognized his talent
and wanted to give him an opportunity.
“It was kinda wild, because I met
with them at the combine, but I didn’t
really hear from them after that,” Shell
said. “So it kinda caught me off guard,
but I was blessed to be put in this
opportunity and be in this place to play
for this great organization.”
The Jets will open up their season on
Sept. 10 in Buffalo against their AFC
East rivals, the Bills — quite possibly
with Shell blocking on the right.

Abby Webb / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Brandon Shell (71) protects quarterback Connor Mitch in South Carolina’s season opener against North Carolina in 2015 at Bank of America Stadium.
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Open Late & Weekends
Walk-ins Welcome
Insurance Not Required

| STD and UTI treatment
| Saline IV hydration therapy
| Colds, sinus and allergy
| Stings, bites, burns and breaks
| Food poisoning
| Student discount available
Check in online at DoctorsCare.com
:LGHUDQJHRILQVXUDQFHFDUULHUVDFFHSWHG&ROOHJHVWXGHQWGLVFRXQWDSSOLHVWRVHOISD\YLVLWVZLWKFXUUHQWVWXGHQW,''LVFRXQWDSSOLHVWRRIͤFHFKDUJHRQO\
Services available as medically appropriate and determined by a Doctors Care provider. Additional charges may apply due to unforeseen circumstances or complex procedures.
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STANDOUT
FRESHMEN

OrTre Smith
Position: Wide receiver
Hometown: Mount Pleasant, S.C.
High School: Wando High School
Height, Weight: 6-foot-4, 219 pounds
Fun fact: While his mom, Tashia Greene, played volleyball at Clemson
from 1989-1990 and hoped he would become a Tiger himself, Smith
chose to commit to USC and announced the decision on his birthday.
Expectations for 2017: As the top-rated player from South Carolina in
the 2017 class by Rivals and 247Sports, Smith will have a chance to
contribute on the field this season and will add depth to the wideout
position behind starter Bryan Edwards.
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Shi Smith
Position: Wide receiver
Hometown: Union, S.C.
High School: Union County High School
Height, Weight: 5-foot-10, 179 pounds
Fun fact: Smith didn’t play at the wide receiver position until he attended
Clemson’s football camp as a seventh grader. He played as a running
quarterback in middle school and is still known for his speed on the field
today. Smith was the second-highest rated recruit from South Carolina in
the 2017 class by Rivals and 247Sports.
Expectations for 2017: As a slot receiver, Smith should see a fair amount
of playing time this season behind junior starter Deebo Samuel. He turned
heads during fall camp, displaying his quickness and agility to wide receivers coach Bryan McClendon.

Jamyest Williams
Position: Defensive back
Hometown: Dacula, Ga.
High School: Grayson High School
Height, Weight: 5-foot-9, 175 pounds
Fun fact: Williams is no stranger to screen time on national television. He announced his commitment to the Gamecocks live on
ESPN last August and played in the nationally-televised Under
Armour All-American Game following his senior season.
Expectations for 2017: Williams was rated as a four-star prospect and the No. 55 overall player in the country, per 247Sports.
He chose South Carolina over offers from Georgia, Florida State,
Clemson, Alabama and others. He is expected to frequently fill the
nickel position, with the possibility of starting at punt returner.
Name: Sherrod Greene

Sherrod Greene
Position: Linebacker
Hometown: Rocky Mount, N.C.
High School: Rocky Mount High School
Height, Weight: 6-foot-1, 223 pounds
Fun fact: Greene received offers to play for a wide array of schools
around the U.S., including Alabama, California, NC State, Charlotte,
Old Dominion, Virginia Tech and Maryland.
Expectations for 2017: Greene has been noted by the coaching staff
as an emerging player this fall. He is expected to be the Gamecocks’
No. 4 linebacker, providing depth behind returners Skai Moore and
Bryson-Allen Williams.

Aaron Sterling
Name: Aaron Sterling
Position: Defensive line
Hometown: Atlanta, Ga.
High School: Tucker High School
Height, Weight: 6-foot-1, 240 pounds
Fun fact: Like Williams, Sterling participated in the Under Armour AllAmerica Game in Orlando following his senior season. Sterling committed to Alabama in December 2015, but decided to decommit and open up
his recruitment again in September 2016. He announced his commitment
to the Gamecocks on National Signing Day.
Expectations for 2017: Sterling has the athletic tools to be a reliable
option up front, especially with the the Gamecocks’ sparse defensive
line depth. Defensive line coach Lance Thompson dubbed Sterling as a
“pleasant surprise” during fall camp, noting his instinctiveness and ability to quickly pick up schemes.
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Position preview:
Oﬀensive line
Pete Helms

@BEANNUGGET96
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1.) Cut out coupon above;
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The South Carolina Gamecocks
have the makings of a potent offense in
2017. They have a plethora of exciting
weapons for their young, talented
quarterback Jake Bentley to spread the
ball around to. However, none of that
will matter if the offensive line can’t
fend off what opposing defenses throw
at them.
Offensive line coach Eric Wolford
was hired early this year after Shawn
Elliott became the head coach of
Georgia State. Wolford brings NFL
pedigree from his time as the 49ers’
offensive line coach, and is familiar
with the program from when he
coached at USC in 2009.
Wolford has been working hard to
get the offensive line to play at the
level he expects. During his media
availability in fall camp, he said he
still wants to see more explosiveness,
but commended his group of guys for
working hard in the summer strength
and conditioning program.
It sounds as though that hard work
is starting to pay off for some of the
players, including Donell Stanley,
Alan Knott and Cory Helms, saying
“their arrows [are] up right now.”
Wolford seems to have confidence in
the interior of his offensive line.
In addition to Stanley, Knott and
Helms, D.J. Park is another player
that the coaching staff is excited
about. When talking about the
guards and centers of the offensive
line Muschamp said, “Cory, Alan,
Donell, and D.J. have really distanced
themselves inside.”
According to Wolford, these players
are the most consistent and play the
hardest inside -- two traits required
of his offensive linemen. Expect to
see some combination of these four
players at the guard and center spots.
Even with the emergence of
these players, Muschamp is still not

completely satisfied with where the
backups are at.
“Right now, we need more guys to
step up,” Muschamp said.
As for the two tackle positions, it
looks like Malik Young will be the
left tackle, and Zack Bailey will be
the right tackle. Bailey is essentially
a lock for the right tackle position
barring injuries, but Young has some
competition that he will need to fend
off to maintain his spot.
That competition is coming from
Dennis Daley, a Columbia native
who enrolled at South Carolina this
summer, after attending Georgia
Military College for two years. Daley
has “left tackle ability” according to
Wolford, but Young is still ahead of
him.
Wolford heaped a great deal of
praise on Young and is pleased with
his competitiveness -- a trait he covets
in his offensive linemen.
“Malik plays hard. That son of a
gun will play hard,” Wolford said.
If Young keeps up his hard-working
attitude and remains consistent, it
is likely he will hold onto his spot
through the season.
Wolford is excited by the progress
his unit made in the offseason strength
and conditioning program, but it
sounds like he is far from satisfied,
still searching for consistency,
explosiveness and depth.
Wolford has never mentioned
having a set group of five starters,
and when Will Muschamp was asked
about a starting five after a scrimmage
he said the unit was “still moving
around.”
It’s hard to determine what the
initial offensive line group will be.
Between the lines of what the coaches
have said, it may be Young at left
tackle, Bailey at right tackle, Helms at
center and Knott and Stanley will be
the guards. This lineup seems set to
change throughout the season as the
coaches move players around to try to
find the best combination.
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FRESH KICKS
Carson Mason

New group of specialists ready to start season

@CARSONANNMASON

Out with the old, in with the new.
That is the story of South Carolina’s specialist
group this season.
With veteran place kicker Elliott Fry, long
snapper Drew Williams and punter Sean Kelly
all graduating last season, the Gamecocks are
hoping their young homegrown talent can step
up in replacement.
Redshirt freshman Alexander Woznick or
redshirt Parker White are listed as the starting
place kicker in place of Fry, the Gamecocks’ alltime leading scorer.
Woznick showed his upside during the 2016
Annual Garnet & Black Spring Game, kicking
three field goals of 47, 48 and 50 yards. During
spring and fall camp, Muschamp recreated highpressure situations in effort to simulate the loud
atmosphere of 80,000 fans at Williams-Brice
Stadium.
“I could go back to one time he did it during

the spring. He basically said ‘Hey, if you miss
this, the whole team has to gasp.’ I wasn’t having
a good day from the beginning and ended up
missing it. Hopefully, I’ll get more chances like
that. He’ll put more pressure on as the fall goes
on.”
Redshirt freshman walk-on Parker White has
emerged as a contender and is battling with
Alexander Woznick for the starting kicking job.
“I think it’s great. I think it brings out the
best in both of them. They’ve done a good job,”
Hutzler said. “It’s been good. I think competition
any time is a good thing.”
White went to Wando High School in Mount
Pleasant, where he was a two-time Special Teams
Player of the Year. He walked onto the squad in
January after not participating in football during
his freshman year.
“It’s neat, man,” Hutzler said. “You hear
great stories about walk-ons all the time across
the country. To have a guy come in, you know,
a South Carolina kid, a Carolina-made kid

that comes in and steps into a role and takes
advantage of it and competes and does a lot of
things for you is exciting at any position. He’s
done a good job.”
Redshirt sophomores Joseph Charlton and
Michael Almond were in a tight race for the
starting punter job throughout the entire fall
camp. While Almond made his first career punt
in the Birmingham Bowl against South Florida
on Dec. 29, Charlton is listed to start against NC
State. Almond, who walked onto the team in
2015, said he was initially very nervous to make
the start, but his performance proved otherwise.
In two punts, he averaged 44 yards, with his
longest traveling 48 yards. South Florida, which
averaged nearly 10 return yards per punt in
2016, was held to two total yards against USC.
Like the punter position, the long snapper
starting role was up for grabs. The Gamecocks
listed Ben Asbury or Harrison Freeman as the
starter for the spring. Asbury, who walked onto
the team in 2015 after playing as a tight end at
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Berry College in Rome, Ga., won the role for
the season opener as a redshirt junior. Freeman,
a redshirt freshman, walked onto the team and
took a redshirt year last season. Asbury went
through his second spring practice with the
Gamecocks, giving him a slight leg up on the
competition.
“Drew [Williams] is a huge asset for us as far
as in coverage and reliability with the snap,”
Muschamp said. “We need to make some strides
as far as special teams are concerned.
As for return duties, the Gamecocks seek to
make a major improvement from last season, in

2017 FOOTBALL PREVIEW
which they totaled 825 yards in 32 kick returns
and 89 yards in 14 punt returns. For starting
kick returner, the Gamecocks listed wide receiver
Deebo Samuel, who averaged 26.9 yards per
return last season, including a 100-yard return
for a touchdown. Behind Samuel, is running
backs Rashad Fenton.
For punt returns, Chris Lammons is listed as
the starter after carrying most of the duties last
season and leading the team with an average of
7.9 yards per return. Fenton, who made two
punt returns last season totaling eight yards, is
listed as the backup punt returner.

Regardless of who starts, the specialists are
a tight-knit group and want to see each other
succeed, Almond said.
“You can ask any of the other specialists it
doesn’t matter who’s playing,” Almond said.
“We’re all for each other. … I didn’t have a
problem waiting for my turn or anything like
that.”
“There’s definitely some big shoes to fill.
Like I said, we have a really talented group of
specialists. We should be alright. We’re all really
confident this season.”

Valencia Abraham / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Joseph Charlton will start at punter in the season opener against NC State after battling with Michael Almond for the starting spot this fall.
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Shi Smith’s speed earns him
start in slot for NC State opener
Adam Orfinger
@AORFINGER

After his National Signing Day
ceremony in February, wide receiver
Shi Smith said he expected to fi nd
playing time in the slot, in addition
to the kick return game.
According to The State, Smith
will get the start in his first college
game when USC takes on N.C.
State on Saturday. The speedy Smith
will get most of his work from the
slot, while returners Deebo Samuel
and Bryan Edwards will get starts on

the outside.
Smith’s speed has stood out on
the practice field, just like it did
during his days at Union County
High School. At SEC Media Days
in July, Samuel said Smith was the
fastest player on the roster, and
the freshman’s speed has impressed
head coach Will Muschamp and
quarterback Jake Bentley as well.
“He’s an electric guy who can
make some plays with the ball in his
hand,” Muschamp told The State.
“Shi’s development puts more speed
on the field and anytime you do that

you put stress on the defense.”
Bentley added, “He’s still getting
everything down to play as fast as
he can but you can definitely see the
speed he has.”
Smith played fast against high
school competition at Union,
racking up 22 touchdowns in his
final two seasons despite playing in a
run-focused offense as a senior.
The 5-foot-10, 179-pounder was
considered the Palmetto State’s top
prospect by ESPN, but was rated
below former Wando standout
OrTre Smith by 247Sports. OrTre

enrolled at USC in January as the
more hyped prospect of the two, but
it’s been the smaller Smith making
big waves.
Before his signing in February,
Shi compared his game to that of
Samuel, saying that his 6-foot-4,
219-pound teammate OrTre plays
more like Edwards. Both Smiths
will have to compete for targets with
several offensive weapons, including
returning wide receiver Randrecous
Davis and tight end Hayden Hurst.
But it’s Shi who will get the first shot
to prove himself as a true freshman.
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Breaking down the defense
Matthew Marzulla
@MATTMARZULLA4

After a much improved 2016
under then first-year head coach Will
Muschamp, the South Carolina defense
looks to continue to make strides this
season. Let’s take a look into what to
expect from the Gamecock defense in
2017.
Muschamp and Robinson effect
Muschamp is known to be a
defensive-minded football coach. He
and defensive coordinator Travaris
Robinson have been together since
Muschamp’s coaching days at Florida.
Robinson followed him to Auburn
as well. They have assembled strong
defenses together and could have
another one this season with a more
experienced group of Gamecocks.
A strong secondary
Returning starters and new star-

potential hopefuls, the Gamecock
secondary is projected to be solid.
Upperclassman cornerbacks Jamarcus
King (senior), Chris Lammons
(senior) and Rashad Fenton (junior)
all return for the Gamecocks. King
and Fenton will work the outside this
season, while Lammons transitioned
to safety this offseason. That leaves an
open spot for Jamyest Williams, one
of South Carolina’s top recruits, to
make a splash at cornerback. Look for
Williams to play in the nickel position
a majority of this season. D.J. Smith
also returns as the Gamecocks’ top
safety. This unit has a lot of experience
plus a fresh face in Williams with
a ton of potential, giving them the
opportunity to excel in the SEC
Moore returns to help out a thin
linebacker unit
He’s back. After a much-anticipated
return from a neck injury that cost

him his entire 2016 season, linebacker
Skai Moore is set to return for the
defense. Moore led the team in tackles
from 2013 through 2015 and has 11
career interceptions, which is three
shy of South Carolina’s career record.
He is a production machine, and
his return couldn’t come at a better
time, considering South Carolina’s
thin linebacker depth. Moore will
start alongside senior Bryson AllenWilliams and sophomore T.J. Brunson.
Regaining Moore is already a step
up from the 2016 unit. This year’s
starting linebackers will be strong, but
the backups are unproven and shaky.
Defensive line will struggle
Last season’s top pass rusher
Darius English is gone, and so is
his counterpart Marquavius Lewis.
English led the team in sacks with nine
and was the only player on the team
with more than two. Who is going

Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

to have to pick up where English left
off as a pass rusher? Look for 6-foot4, 251-pound D.J. Wonnum to turn
some heads as a pass rusher. Wonnum
flashed a ton of potential as a true
freshman last season, finishing with
1.5 sacks, 32 tackles and 3.5 tackles for
loss. With a year of experience under
his belt, should only improve on the
defensive line. Seniors Dante Sawyer
and Taylor Stallworth also return to
help the Gamecocks improve on their
21 total sacks last season.
Overall, the defense should be
much improved this season for the
Gamecocks. They have proven talent
in the secondary, some playmakers at
the linebacker position and hopeful
potential at the defensive line. If all
goes well and key starting players stay
healthy, the Gamecocks could be one
of the more feared defenses in the
SEC.
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Gamecocks in the NFL
Jerell Adams
New York Giants Tight
End 2012-15
Rory Anderson
Buffalo Bills Tight End
2011-14
Damiere Byrd
Carolina Panthers Wide
Receiver 2011-14
A.J. Cann
Jacksonville Jaguars
Offensive Guard 201114
Jadeveon Clowney
Houston Texans Defensive End 2011-13
Jared Cook
Oakland Raiders Tight
End 2006-08
Pharoh Cooper

Los Angeles Rams
Wide Receiver 2013-15
Mike Davis
Seattle Seahawks Running Back 2012-14
Patrick DiMarco
Buffalo Bills Fullback
2007-10
Bruce Ellington
Houston Texans Wide
Receiver 2011-13
Stephon Gilmore New
England Patriots Cornerback 2009-11
Melvin Ingram
San Diego Chargers
Linebacker ‘07, ‘09-11
Alshon Jeffery
Philadelphia Eagles
Wide Receiver 2009-11

Isaiah Johnson Tampa
Bay Buccaneers Safety
2015
T.J. Johnson
Cincinnati Bengals
Center 2009-12
Johnathan Joseph
Houston Texans Cornerback 2005
Marquavius Lewis
Buffalo Bills Defensive
End 2015-16
Captain Munnerlyn
Carolina Panthers Cornerback 2006-08
Corey Robinson
Detroit Lions Offensive
Tackle 2012-14
Connor Shaw
Chicago Bears Quarter-

back 2010-13
Brandon Shell
New York Jets Offensive Tackle 2012-15
Darian Stewart
Denver Broncos Safety
2006-09
Ryan Succop
Tennessee Titans Placekicker 2005-08
D.J. Swearinger
Washington Redskins
Safety 2009-12
Devin Taylor New
York Giants Defensive
End 2009-12
Brandon Wilds
Cleveland Browns
Running Back ‘11,
‘13-15

Daniel Hou / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Pharoh Cooper is a wide receiver for the Rams.

• Sand Volleyball
• Full Basketball Court
• Resort Style Pool
• Furnished available
• University Shuttle Service
• Internet and cable included
www.thesouthern1051.com

@Southern1051

1051 Southern Drive Columbia, SC 29201

803-520-2452
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Healthy Carolina
Farmers Market

Gamecocks Eat Well
Cooking Classes

Fall 2017 Themes
August 29

Fall 2017 Themes
September 20

to the market and learn how to get

Welcome to a Healthy Carolina:
Wellness Kickoff
Student Engagement Week continues
with a display of health and wellness
resources on campus. Apply to be a
Changing Carolina Peer Leader, sign up
for a cooking class & win prizes.

September 5

#MoveMoreCarolina
Healthy Campus Initiatives launches
their physical activity campaign
#MoveMoreCarolina this week to
promote getting active on campus.
Head over to the farmers market for
giveaways & games.

September 12

Healthy Tailgating
Football season is upon us. Before you
make your Saturday tailgating plans,
come to the farmers market to get
information about ticketing & get tips
for healthier tailgating at Willie B.

accurate health information.

October 10

World Mental Health Day
Come celebrate World Mental Health
Day at the farmers market. Learn about
resources we have on campus that will
help you live your best life like the CALM
Oasis, our resident therapy dog and
FREE stress consultations for students.

October 17

Relationship Violence
Awareness Month
This week the market staff is teaming up
with SAVIP to honor Domestic Violence
Awareness Month. Stop by to learn more
about the events happening on campus
throughout the month of October.

October 24

September 19

October 31

#MoveMoreGetFit
There are so many ways to get ﬁt on
campus. Join us at the farmers market
as we highlight some of our campus
partners and get some tips on starting
your ﬁtness journey.

Say Boo to the Flu
Our Halloween nightmare? Getting the
ﬂu just in time for ﬁnals. Say Boo to the
Flu at the market by getting a ﬂu shot
at the pop-up clinic and learn how to
prevent the spread of the ﬂu.

September 26

November 7

#MoveMoreStressLess
Physical activity is a great way to
relieve or even prevent stress. This
week’s market focuses on the resources
available on campus to help you stress
less.

October 3

Cleaning Out the Pantry
Learn how to make quick,
healthy recipes with pantry
items you already have.

September 27

Fast Food Swaps
Ditch the extra fat and
calories that come with fast
food. Come learn to make
healthier versions of your
favorite fast food dishes.

Healthy Tailgating
Football season has ﬁnally
arrived. Learn healthy recipes
for tailgating or to watch the
game from home.

October 12

Flavors of Fall
Join us for fall recipes that
feature seasonal produce.

Homecoming
Get into the Gamecock spirit this week
at the Healthy Carolina Farmers Market.

Hunger and Homelessness
Week
Join us this week as the Healthy Carolina
Farmers Market highlights Hunger &
Homelessness week to shed light on this
growing issue on our campus and in our
community.

November 8

Meal Prepping Madness
Start your semester off
right by learning to prepare
healthy meals for the busy
weeks ahead.

October 26

That’s Amore! Italian Night
Love Italian ﬂavors? This is
the class for you.

November 16

December 5

Healthy Holiday Swaps
Maintaining a well-balanced
diet during the holidays can
be challenging. Join us to
learn how to lighten up your
holiday recipes.

November 2

Meat-Free Meals
Meatless meals can be
a great, low-cost option
for vegetarians and non-vegetarians alike! Note that
at
the recipes in this class may
ay
not be vegan.

Gamecocks Stay Informed
Don’t be fooled by fake news, come

9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. on Tuesdays

5:30-7 p.m. - Demonstration Kitchen

Greene Street

Center for Health and Well-Being

Student Health Services
An Accredited Patient-Centered Medical Home
Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community
The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.

@UofSCshs
sa.sc.edu/shs
/UofSCshs
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SEASON
PREDICTIONS
from the staﬀ of

ADAM ORFINGER

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

SEC Championship

CARSON MASON
SPORTS EDITOR

BEN PARSONS

CAPITAL CITY
SPORTS PRODUCER

KAYLA PACE

CAPITAL CITY
SPORTS PRODUCER

Alabama
vs. Florida

Alabama vs.
Florida

Alabama vs.
Georgia

Auburn vs.
Florida

SEC Champion

Alabama

Alabama

Alabama

Auburn

Playoff Teams

Alabama, Florida St.,
Oklahoma St., Ohio St.

Alabama, Oklahoma,
Washington, Ohio St.

Alabama, Florida St.,
Southern Cal, Ohio St,

Auburn, Florida St.
Michigan, Southern Cal

Florida St.

Alabama

Alabama

Florida St.

Heisman Trophy Winner

Mason Rudolph,
Oklahoma St.

Baker Mayfield,
Oklahoma

Sam Darnold,
Southern Cal

Sam Darnold,
Southern Cal

SEC Offensive Player of the Year

Jarrett Stidham,
Auburn

Derrius Guice,
LSU

Derrius Guice,
LSU

Nick Chubb,
Georgia

SEC Defensive Player of the Year

Arden Key, LSU

Minkah Fitzpatrick,
Alabama

Minkah Fitzpatrick,
Alabama

Minkah Fitzpatrick,
Alabama

6-6

7-5

7-5

7-5

National Champion

South Carolina Record

Courtesy of Jeﬀrey Davis
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Gamecocks earn
All-SEC awards
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

With the first University of South
Carolina football game of the season in
just over a week, preseason predictions
are in full swing.
The Gamecocks had four players
selected to the 2017 Preseason Coaches
All-SEC Football Teams, which were
announced on Aug. 23.
Tight end Hayden Hurst and
linebacker Skai Moore were named to
the first team, while offensive lineman
Zack Bailey and wide receiver Deebo
Samuel were named to the third team.
Samuel was selected not only as a wide
receiver but also as an all-purpose
threat. Reigning SEC champion
Alabama led the conference with 15
selections, while eight schools have five
or more.
Last season, the Gamecocks had two
players — Mason Zandi and Elliott Fry
— selected to the coaches’ preseason
teams, but finished the season with
zero players selected by the coaches to
All-SEC teams.
Hurst was also selected to the
preseason Athlon’s All-SEC first team
and is a second-team selection by the
media. The 6-foot-5, 250-pound junior
compiled 616 receiving yards on 48
passes last season, averaging 12.8 yards
per catch. His longest catch was 47
yards, tying Samuel’s for the longest
on the for the season, and came against
Florida on Nov. 12.
“For me, I just try to do what the
coaches tell me,” Hurst said. “I try
to be that reliable target for Jake
[Bentley] whenever he needs it. I tell
him ‘Whenever you’re in trouble, just
give it to me. I’ll kind of bail you out.’”
Like Hurst, Moore will return to the
field this season with high expectations.
The 6-foot-2, 218-pound redshirt
senior missed the entire 2016 season
due to a surgically-repaired herniated
disk in his neck. He is the most

decorated player on the USC team,
being named to the 2015 All-SEC
second team by the Associated Press
and Coaches.
Head coach Will Muschamp is
not only excited about the return of
Moore’s talent, but also his leadership
skills to help guide the younger
linebackers.
“Skai and Bryson Allen [Williams]
are two guys that have played a lot of
football,” Muschamp said. “They are
two experienced players and productive
players as well. In order to be a leader,
you got to be a productive guy. You
can’t be a guy running your mouth
all the time but not make any plays.
Those guys do lead by example by how
they prepare, how they practice and
how they go about their business, but
they are very productive.”
Bailey, who is known as the
Gamecocks’ top offensive lineman,
was a member of the Coaches SEC
All-Freshman Team in 2015 and was
named to Athlon’s Preseason All-SEC
third team this season. After making
15 starts in a row at the left guard
position, the 6-foot-6, 311-pound
junior is slated to start at right tackle
this season.
Similar to Bailey, Samuel put
together a standout season in 2016. As
a sophomore, he led the Gamecocks
with 783 receiving yards on 59 passes,
along with six rushing touchdowns.
Compared to his SEC counterparts,
Samuel ranked second in all-purpose
yardage per game with 132, third in
receptions per game with 5.9 and
fourth in receiving yards per game with
78.3, per GamecocksOnline.
“He’s very dangerous with the ball
in his hands,” Muschamp said. “He has
really good lower body strength. He
can run through tackles, much like a
running back with a ball in his hands.
We’ve got to find different ways to
target him in the game. He needs to
be touching the ball 10-15 times.”

Gamecocks
LiveWell

University of South Carolina
Hours:
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. M-F (Fall/Spring)
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M-F (Summer/Break)
Center for Health & Well-Being Pharmacy
for faculty & staff, too!
• Reﬁlls: MyPocketRx app, sc.edu/myrxspace,
803-777-4890
• Fills prescriptions right on campus;
pick up on your lunch break
• Accepts the state health plan
• Cheaper or the same prices as other pharmacies

Wellness Services
• Check your blood pressure
& weight
• Schedule a wellness
coaching appointment for
a personalized approach
to achieving your
exercise, nutrition, stress
management or tobacco
cessation goals
• Lab testing, x-rays,
immunizations and travel
consultations
• Meet with a registered
dietitian

Prevention &
Advocacy Services
• Sexual assault and
violence prevention &
advocacy services
• Participate in worksite
screening
• Healthy campus initiatives,
programs & policy updates

Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community
Learn more: sa.sc.edu/gamecockslw • 803-777-6518
Find us on Facebook & Twitter for the latest information and events.

Facebook.com/GamecocksLiveWell
Twitter.com/GamecocksLW
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Deebo Samuel was named to eight preseason award watch lists and teams.

bar none
620 HARDEN ST.

FIVE POINTS . COLUMBIA, SC . 29205

A staple of Five Points Serving LowCo Barbecue
Mon–Fri: 3pm to 6am Sat & Sun: 3pm to 2am

PRESEASON ACCOLADES
ZACK BAILEY
Third-Team All-SEC (Coaches)
Third-Team All-SEC (Athlon)
JAKE BENTLEY
Davey O’Brien Award Watch List
Maxwell Award Watch List
RICO DOWDLE
Doak Walker Award Watch List
HAYDEN HURST
Mackey Award Watch List
First-Team All-SEC (Coaches)
Second-Team All-SEC (Media)
First-Team All-SEC (Athlon)
ALAN KNOTT
Rimington Award Watch List
SKAI MOORE
Bednarik Award Watch List
Butkus Award Watch List

Nagurski Trophy Watch List
First-Team All-SEC (Coaches)
Second-Team All-SEC (Media)
Second-Team All-SEC (Athlon)
DEEBO SAMUEL
Biletnikoff Award Watch List
Hornung Award Watch List
Maxwell Award Watch List
Third-Team All-SEC (Coaches
WR)
Third-Team All-SEC (Coaches
AP)
Third-Team All-SEC (Media)
First-Team All-SEC (Athlon
AP)
Second-Team All-SEC (Athlon
KR)
ANTOINE WILDER
Wuerffel Trophy Watch List

-
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Q&A with Technician sports editor Andrew Schnittker

Abby Webb / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC last played in Charlotte in 2015.
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

The Gamecocks open the regular
season against NC State in the Belk
College Kickoff at Bank of America
Stadium in Charlotte. Kickoff is
set for 3 p.m. on Sept. 2. The
Daily Gamecock sports staff caught
up with Technician sports editor
and football beat writer Andrew
Schnittker to preview the game.
1. Can you break down NC State’s
quarterback situation? How will it
impact the season opener against
the Gamecocks?
“Redshirt junior Ryan Finley is
the starter. He came in last year
as a grad transfer and put up a
solid, if unspectacular, season. Jalan
McClendon is the more mobile
QB and will get a few carries,
particularly in bad weather games

(see: Notre Dame during Hurricane
Matthew last year), but the NC
State QB job is Finley’s.
Finley had a 60.4 completion
percentage last season for 3,055
yards, 18 touchdowns and eight
picks. He was coming into a
new team with a new offensive
coordinator, so those are definitely
solid numbers all things considered.
However, in year two, with a year
under his belt, NC State needs
Finley to take another step if this
team is going to live up to its
potential. That means pushing the
ball downfield more in particular.
Finley was ninth in the ACC last
year in yards per attempt at 7.6,
and he’s going to need to improve
in terms of stretching the field
if the Pack wants to beat teams
like Louisville, Florida State and
Clemson this year. He certainly
has the weapons to do it, with a
deep receiving core that includes
Kelvin Harmon and Stephen
Louis as holdovers from last year,
and JuMichael Ramos and C.J.
Riley returning from injury, along
with a pair of versatile options in
all-purpose back Jaylen Samuels
and slot receiver Nyheim Hines.
Finley has, by his own admission,
been working on his deep ball this
offseason.
Now’s the time to see that
in action, and that will need to
start against South Carolina.
The Gamecocks have an athletic
secondary, however, so he will also
need to be careful with his decision
making and not sling the ball
downfield with reckless abandon.
Finding a middle ground will be
important. Harmon is excellent at
going up to make contested catches,
so he figures to be a big part of the
game plan for this one.”
2. There aren’t many holes in
the NC State defense. What are
the keys to defending Jake Bentley
and his arsenal of young offensive
weapons?
“Defense is definitely the strength

of this NC State team, particularly
the front seven, and especially the
defensive line. NC State has four
starters in the trench that could
very well hear their names called
at the NFL draft in April. Bradley
Chubb is a potential top-15 pick
and one-man wrecking crew coming
off the quarterback’s blindside, and
he had a season last year that easily
could have earned him an NFL
draft spot. Chubb was tied fourth
in the country in tackles for loss
with 21 and 14th in sacks with 10.
Kentavius Street is no slouch in the
pass-rushing department either.
This NC State defense is excellent
at stopping the run, ranking third in
the country in rush defense last year.
Justin Jones and BJ Hill clog the
middle of the line, and linebackers
Airius Moore and Jerod Fernandez
help out in that department as well.
Inside runs definitely aren’t the way

to go against the Wolfpack.
In terms of defending Bentley and
the Gamecocks, the one defensive
question mark for this NC State
team is the secondary, which lost
three starters from last year. It’s
going to be important for the pass
rush, led by Chubb, to be strong in
this game, and not give Bentley time
to get set and pick his throws. If the
Pack can stuff the run and force
Bentley to make hurried throws by
pressuring him, making life easier
on its inexperienced defensive
backs, that’s the recipe defensive
coordinator Dave Huxtable is
probably looking for in this one.”
3. What will the Wolf Pack’s run
game look like without Matt Dayes?
“So much of the talk around
what this NC State team is capable

SEEPACKPAGE42

Welcome Back Students!
Frozen Yogurt • Acai Bowls • Smoothies • Bubble Tea

Save $1 on next visit text “Gamecock” to
803-599-3321
Acai Bowls

Coupon Code

Gamecock
$1 off 1st online
601 Main Street
Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 386-9786

Smoothies

Frozen Yogurt

Bubble Tea

Save Time
Order Online
Download the app
Mon–Sat: 11am–11pm
Sun: 12pm–11pm

yoghut.com
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WE ARE A
TOBACCO FREE
CAMPUS

ENFORCEMENT IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY.

The use of any product containing
or derived from tobacco, including
e-cigarettes, is prohibited on all
university property.

Are you ready to quit? Tobacco treatment programs are
available on campus and in the community.
For information on the campus-wide policy, resources
and treatment options, visit sc.edu/tobaccofreeusc

Supporting the vision of a
Healthy Carolina community

of centers on all the
starters the team has
returning on both
sides of the ball.
Losing Dayes from
the running game is
the glaring exception
to that. He was a true
three-down back and
a horse for the Pack
last year, ranking third
in the ACC in rushing
yards and second to
Dalvin Cook among
running backs (Lamar
Jackson was second
overall) with 1,166
r u s h i n g y a r d s . Yo u
don’t plug in one guy
to replace a player like
Dayes; you do it by
committee, and that’s
exactly what the Pack
will look to do.
R e g g i e G a l l a s p y,
who showed promise
last year, will be the
traditional, betweenthe-tackles running
back, though Dakwa
Nichols should get
some carries there as
well. The Pack will mix
in Hines and Samuels
on third downs and for
big plays (the patented
JaySam jet sweep in
the red zone is wellknown to Pack fans),
and coach Doeren has
talked specifically about
getting the speedy
Hines more looks out
of the backfi eld. With
a number of options
for carries, and an
offensive line that
returns four starters,
the Pack should be just
fine in the run game
this year.”
4. Fill in the blank:
NC State will win
if ___________. NC
State will lose if

____________.
“NC State will win
if this team plays its
game and executes.
There’s very much a
“something to prove
feel” to this group for
NC State. The national
media has hyped
this team up a lot,
and for good reason.
This team showed
in games against the
national champions in
Clemson and perennial
contender in Florida
State last year that it
has the talent to go
toe-to-toe with anyone.
Unfortunately, mistakes
and a lack of execution
in big moments cost
the team a victory in
both cases. Most of the
starters from last year
are back, and there’s
a sense of unfinished
business and desire to
show they can finish
in those moments this
year.
On paper, I think
NC State is the better
team here. If the pass
rush can get to Bentley,
the run defense picks
up where it left off
last year, and this is
the first act of Finley
taking a step forward
and leading this offense
to the next level, I
think NC State can get
[this] done.
NC State will lose
if they take this game
lightly, or play sloppy
and make unforced
errors. While NC State
is the better team on
paper, South Carolina
is certainly no slouch,
and the Pack needs to
take them seriously.
The Pack need only
look to its in-state
rivals to see what

fooling around here
could mean. Two years
ago, an 11-1 North
Carolina Tar Heels
team dropped its first
game of the season in
this very venue against
the Gamecocks, a
cautionary tale for the
Pack.
While the Pack
played well against
teams like Clemson and
Florida State last year,
it also brought sloppy
play and mistakes that
resulted in two losses
in games the Pack
had no business losing
against East Carolina
and Boston College.
That’s not to compare
the Gamecocks to
those two teams, but
if the Pack is serious
about living up to its
potential, this is a game
it needs to win. That
means focusing on the
fi eld and executing its
game plan, however.
Losing focus getting
caught up in the
national hype train,
or looking ahead to
bigger games down
the road in ACC play
could easily cost the
team a victory here.
Week one is not about
earning a ranking, what
happened last season,
or what could happen
later this season. It’s
about getting a win
against the South
Carolina Gamecocks,
and that’s where the
Pack’s focus needs to
stay.”
Follow Schnittker
on Twitter @aschnitt53
and read his coverage
of the Wolf Pack at
technicianonline.com/
sports/.

3
43

2017 FOOTBALL PREVIEW

Q&A with Columbia Missourian sports reporter Alec Lewis
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

The Gamecocks’ first SEC
opponent on the road comes against
Missouri at 7 p.m. on Sept. 9. In
the past five meetings between these
teams dating back to 2012, USC
holds a 3-2 advantage, including a
31-21 victory last season at WilliamsBrice Stadium.
The Daily Gamecock sports staff
caught up with Columbia Missourian
sports reporter Alec Lewis to preview
the game.
Q: Like South Carolina head coach
Will Muschamp, Barry Odom will be
entering his second season with the
team. How do you think Missouri
will take a step forward this year?
A: “I think Missouri will take
a step forward in many respects
because it is Barry Odom’s second
year. Unlike Will Muschamp,
Odom had never held the head
coaching position in college. He was
a defensive coordinator, so leading
a team in 2016-17 was a unique
experience. Odom shuffled defensive
schemes (and coaches) but settled on
them towards the end of 2016, so I
think another year with the same
group will benefit the defense. I also
think another year with the fastpaced offense manned by offensive
coordinator Josh Heupel will
really allow Missouri to take a step
forward.”
Q: The Missouri defense ranked
among the nation’s worst in all four
major categories last season. What
are the keys to defending Jake
Bentley and his arsenal of young
offensive weapons?
A: “The keys to defending Jake
Bentley and his weapons are to limit
them out the perimeter, which will
be difficult for Missouri. The Tigers
lost their top two cornerbacks to
graduation in 2016 -- first team allSEC corner Aarion Penton and John
Gibson -- so the current group is very

young. Sophomore corner Demarkus
Acy will be critical in limiting
Bentley, as will linebacker-safety
hybrid and Kansas State transfer
Kaleb Prewitt. I also think applying
pressure on Bentley will be critical,
and Missouri’s new-look defensive
line under first-year defensive line
coach Brick Haley will be important.
Senior defensive end Marcell Frazier
and junior defensive tackle Terry
Beckner Jr. (who is coming off of two
ACL years) will need to probe prove
critical in that area.”
Q: Conversely, the Missouri
offense has a slew of starters
returning, including quarterback
Drew Lock. What do you expect
from him this season? How will he
fare against USC’s defense?
A: “Not only does the Missouri
offensive have a slew of offensive
starters returning, but the team has all
of their offensive starters returning.
Drew Lock will benefit from another
year under Heupel, but he’ll also
benefit from sophomore running
back Damarea Crockett. Last year,
Crockett ran for the most yards of
any Missouri freshman running back
in history. His progression, as well as
Lock’s progression and repore with
returning receivers J’Mon Moore,
Johnathon Johnson and Dimetrios
Mason should allow Missouri to put
up a really solid fight against the
Gamecocks.”
Q: What is your prediction for the
game and why?
A: “Missouri has the home field
advantage in this one and although
I do believe Bentley and Deebo
Samuel will exploit the Missouri
secondary, I also think Lock and
Crockett will prove too much. I
think the Tigers are going to knock
off South Carolina in a really highscoring affair. I’ll predict it, 35-31.”
Follow Lewis on Twitter @alec_
lewis and read his coverage at https://
w w w. c o l u m b i a m i s s o u r i a n . c o m /
sports/.
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The Gamecocks will open SEC play against the Tigers on Sept. 9 in
Columbia, Missouri.

College is full of surprises.
Maybe we can help.
Meet with an attorney
for a FREE consultation.
Issues including:
• Landlord-Tenant
• Domestic Relations
• Consumer Protection

• Probate Law
• Housing
• Employment Law

Current USC students can schedule appointments
Monday and Thursday noon to 4 p.m. Other times
available by appointment only. Go online or call at:

803-777-6611
When meeting with the attorney, students must bring their CarolinaCard.

Student Legal Services
Russell House West Wing
Lower Level 044
www.sa.sc.edu/student-legal-services
This service is provided in partnership with South Carolina Legal Services and funded through the Campus Activity Fee.
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Q&A with Kentucky Kernel sports editor Chris Leach
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

The Gamecocks host SEC East
opponent Kentucky in their home
opener at 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 16.
The Wildcats have defeated the
Gamecocks for three straight
meetings dating back to 2014,
including a 17-10 win in Lexington
last season.
The Daily Gamecock sports
staff caught up with Kentucky
Kernel sports editor Chris Leach to
preview the game.
Q: The Wildcats recorded the
second-most rushing yards in
program history last season. What
is expected from All-American
Benny Snell and the Wildcats’ run
game this season?
A: “Obviously expectations for
Benny Snell are big. Many expect
Snell to be a workhorse running
back who could threaten the
century-yard mark in any game. As
for the running backs behind Snell,
the Cats probably won’t have as
much depth as they did last year,
but A.J. Rose and Sihiem King
should provide valuable snaps for
the offense. King played well in
UK’s spring game while Rose has
performed well in practice coming
off his redshirt year. I don’t think
the run game will be as good as it
was last year, but it will still be good
enough to get the job done and
open up the field for the passing
game.”
Q: Quarterback Stephen Johnson
led the way in an upset over
Louisville to end the regular season
last year. How can he build on that
performance this season? What did
he do in spring practice to fortify
his position as the No. 1 starter?
A: “I think what Johnson needs
to do to build off last season is
limit his turnovers. He went 5-3 in
games he started in last season, and
led the offense that was arguably
responsible for most of UK’s wins.
Despite last season’s success, I don’t
think he is the presumptive No. 1

Madison MacDonald / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Gamecocks’ home opener will take place against the Wildcats at 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 16.
quarterback, as Drew Barker has
reportedly been pushing Johnson
for the starting job. Regardless,
I think it’s Johnson’s job to lose
because of what he did last season,
and a big way he can fortify his
starting job is limit his turnovers.”
Q: The Kentucky pass rush has
proven to be potent in the past,
but there are still some question
marks with the defensive line. What
are the keys to defending USC’s
dynamic offense?
A: “The first key, and a key
defensive coordinator Matt House
emphasizes a lot in scrimmages,
is stopping the run. That will be
difficult due to UK’s lack of depth

on the defensive line and Rico
Dowdle’s emergence, but if the
defensive line can stop the run
and pressure Jake Bentley, I think
UK’s defense will be just fine. The
secondary is headlined by preseason
All-SEC third-teamer Mike
Edwards, and if the pass rush can
cause Bentley to throw some sloppy
passes, that could be the difference
maker in a close game. However I
think all of that will be difficult for
UK’s defense to do, especially in
only their third game.”
Q: What is your prediction for
the game and why?
A: “27-24, South Carolina.
South Carolina will be a difficult

opponent for the Cats, especially
on the road, but honestly this
game could go either way. I just
think having home-field advantage,
especially in the first home game
of the season, will overwhelm the
Cats a and they could make costly
mistakes. However, if the Cats walk
into South Carolina with 2-0 record
and lots of confidence, I could see
them pulling it off, but initially
I think USC will be too much to
overcome.”
Follow Leach on Twitter @
chrisleach250 and read his coverage
of the Wildcats at http://www.
kykernel.com/sports/.

45
5

2017 FOOTBALL PREVIEW

My friend had

too much
to drink,

so I suggested
we get
something to eat

instead of
going to the
next bar.

#WhatWouldCockyDo
Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community
The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution

Stand Up Carolina
sc.edu/standup
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SPURS UP!

THE VISTA
936 Gervais St

THE VISTA
930 Gervais St

THE VISTA
LAKE MURRAY
828 Gervais St 1602 Marina Rd

HARBISON AREA
410 Columbiana Dr
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Changes coming to popular tailgate lots
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

FIVE POINTS

736 Harden St • Columbia, SC 29205 •
803-164-1839
M-F 9–8 | SAT 9–6 | SUN 12–5 •

Veteran Owned & Operated
supercuts.com

HAIRCUT
REG $16

Coupon valid only at 736 Harden St location. Not valid with any other offer. No cash value. One coupon valid per customer. Please
present coupon prior to payment of service. Printed in the USA © 2017 Supercuts Inc. Expires: 10/31/1764$1

Need Legal Coverage &/Or Identity Theft Protection? Need Legal Coverage &/Or Identity Theft Protection?

I have legal coverage &
identity theft protection
A winning combination
CONNECT NOW
FOR YOUR
INFORMATION

Annette Walker
LegalShield Independent Associate
(866) 367-2357
www.legalshield.com/hub/annwalker

Legal Coverage /ID Theft Protection!

5

$ OFF

Legal Coverage /ID Theft Protection!
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Memorial tailgating lot has been
the staple of tailgating for University
of South Carolina football games
for years. This season, it will be
under new ownership, changing from
Morrison Memorial, LLC to Viral
College Entertainment, LLC.
According to new operator Alex
Waelde, the lot will undergo a
multitude of positive changes. One of
the most important for Waelde was
reducing lines at the entrance and
bathrooms. He said the lot will have
approximately 15 portable bathrooms
this season, which is more than
double the amount it had last season.
“For starters, last year I think there
was like seven bathrooms on the
property,” Waelde said. “I’m putting
a minimum of 15 this year. Quite
frankly, they won’t even know which
one to pick to go to.”
Wa e l d e , w h o a l s o r u n s t h e
fraternity lots, will implement a
wristband policy this season in an
effort to reduce waiting at the lot’s
entrance.
“The spot owners are just going
to pick up wristbands and they
can give them out to whoever they
want,” Waelde said. “That way, when
you’re coming up to Memorial Lot,
whenever you decide to get there,
you’re not waiting in line. You can
just hold up your wrist and walk right
in ... identical to how they do it in the
fraternity lots.”
Fast food will also be available at

Memorial Lot this season with a tent
selling a limited Chick-Fil-A menu,
including chicken sandwiches for $5
with cash or credit card.
There will be a new private
security company working at the lots
this season and approximately two
to six law enforcement officers will
be present on the property on game
days.
With the new changes, Waelde said
the lot is expected to sell out before
the Gamecocks’ home opener on
Sept. 16, and encourages students to
purchase them before space fills up.
“We sold 180 spots in 12 hours,”
Waelde said in an Aug. 22 interview.
“When I tweeted out that the spots
were on sale, literally the website
crashed. Like the server crashed ... I
think we have 30 spots left. The last
time I checked it was 31. We’ve still
got a month before the first home
game ... We’re about to fill up and
when we’re full, we’re full.”
In addition to Memorial Lot,
upgrades will be made to the lots
dubbed “the fraternity lots.” Waelde
said the biggest change is that all 16
fraternities are going to be on one
property, instead of two.
Similar to Memorial Lot, there
will also be food vendors, ATMs and
“triple” the amount of bathrooms on
the lot this season.
“It’s going to be a really nice grass
area in the back and then there’s
concrete in the front,” Waelde said.
“Honestly, it’s certainly going to be
something a lot nicer than what it’s
been in the past.”
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How to get a student ticket
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

When most students
arrive to Carolina, the
biggest question they
have is, “How do I
get tickets to football
games?” The answer
is by attending other
sporting events at USC.
Not all university
students can receive
free football tickets,
so the USC Athletics
Department set up a
points-based loyalty
program to determine
who receives priority.
Students who attend
athletic events will
receive
points,
increasing their chances
to get tickets for
popular sporting events,
including football,
m e n ’s a n d w o m e n ’s
basketball, and baseball.
Students can track
their points by logging
on to the Student
Account Manager
website. Point totals
are updated on a weekly

basis.
Depending on their
year at USC, each
student receives an
automatic amount
of points. Freshmen
receive three points,
sophomores receive
four points, juniors
and graduate students
receive six points, and
seniors receive eight
points. Additionally,
students receive 10
percent of the points
they earned in the
previous school year.
So, how many points
is each athletic event
worth? Non-conference
football and basketball
games are worth two
points, while all SEC
football and basketball
games are worth one
point. All other sports,
outside of football
and basketball, are
worth one point each.
There are also points
specials throughout the
year, including each
sport hosting a double

rewards game for
students.
Here are the stepby-step instructions for
getting a football ticket,
according to Gamecock
Rewards:
1. Request a ticket
on the Student Account
Manager for the specific
game you want to
attend.
2. Receive a ticket.
You should be notifi ed
of this via email.
3. Attend the event.
When you enter
the game, a staff
member will scan your
CarolinaCard to make
sure the ticket is on
there. For football, this
step is crucial. If you’ve
claimed a ticket and
don’t get it scanned,
you could lose access
to all student tickets for
the rest of the season.
F o r
m o r e
information, follow @
GamecockRewards
or email screward@
mailbox.sc.edu.

DYK?
Did You Know?

LARCs: birth
control that
takes less
effort than a
relationship

LARCs can last
3-10 years,
but can be
removed at
any time.
What is it?
Long Acting Reversible Contraceptives
(LARCs), like the IUD or implant, are birth
control methods that you don’t have to think
about every day. They are safe and 99%
effective at preventing pregnancy.
How do I use it?
LARCs are placed by a health care provider
and take only a few minutes to insert and
remove.
Interested in getting a LARC?
Schedule an appointment with Women’s
Health at the Center for Health and
Well-Being. Financial assistance may be
available for USC students to provide the
device and insertion at little to no cost.

Student Health Services
University of South Carolina

An accredited Patient-Centered Medical Home
Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community

Make an appointment:
sc.edu/myhealthspace
803-777-8920
Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Gameday the right way:
A guide to USC traditions
Mary Ramsey

@MCOLLEEN1996

Tailgating and the Cockabooses
For many, it’s not a real Saturday
in the South without tailgating. From
the Fairgrounds to the Memorial lots,
which got an upgrade this offseason,
there is no shortage of Gamecocks
getting ready for kickoff. Family and
friends come together to play cornhole,
chow down on some Bojangle’s chicken
and enjoy the company of their fellow
Carolina fans.
While some are content to just
run some music through a Bluetooth
speaker and toss around an old football,
others go above and beyond. Nowhere
is this seen better than in the famous
Cockabooses. Converted from actual

train cars, these deluxe tailgate spots
(they can cost hundreds of thousands)
line the back of Gamecock Park at
Williams-Brice Stadium. They often
feature big-screen TVs, kitchens and
picturesque views of the stadium.
“Sandstorm”
One of Gamecock football’s newest
traditions, “Sandstorm” has quickly
become a fan favorite. The Finnish
techno beat started to catch on at
Williams-Brice in the 2000s and
has quickly become a critical part of
gameday. Fans jump up and down to
the beat while waving their rally towels
and chanting “U-S-C” before kickoffs
and during moments of peak intensity
in the game. It’s a sure-fire way to
make the crowd part of the game itself.
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“2001”
There’s a reason South Carolina
football’s entrance is ranked among
the best in the nation. It’s a battle not
to get chills as the soundtrack from
“2001: A Space Odyssey” builds within
Willy-B along with the energy of the
crowd. The whole thing crescendos as

our beloved mascot, Cocky, makes his
grand entrance and the team runs onto
the field.
And this season fans will have a new
aspect of this time-honored tradition to
enjoy. Pyrotechnics that shoot 20-foot
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USC Student Special*

$2 oﬀ $30+ or
10% oﬀ for cash
*For USC students only.
Must present current CarolinaCard.
Barns Courtney
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Beats Antique
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flames have been added
to the grand opening.
The Mighty Sound
of the Southeast
From pre-game to
post-game, the Carolina
Band can bring you to
your feet, win, lose or
draw. Their pregame
show features class
medleys such as the
university’s old fight
song, and they bring
you a unique halftime
show every game. They
also help keep the crowd
hyped throughout the
game with spirit chants
and songs from the
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stands. Make sure to play
close attention so you
can catch on to which
chants go with each
down on both offense
and defense.
And a secret only true
Gamecocks know is to
stay in the stadium until
other fans have left to see
the band’s real closing
performance. They play
out the last stragglers
with a rendition of
“Amazing Grace” and a
final singing of the alma
mater, “We Hail Thee
Carolina.”
The Alma Mater
No matter the score,
Gamecocks always

ends football games by
coming together to sing
the university’s alma
mater, “We Hail Thee,
Carolina.” The coaches
and players gather in the
east end zone in front
of the student section
as fans in the stands
put their arms around
each other. Together,
the crowd sways in time
and sings along. The
tradition culminates
with the song’s final
line, “Here’s a health,
Carolina, forever to
thee!” Students and
alumni raise their right
hand as if offering a toast
to the university.

Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Center for Health & Well-Being

Pharmacy
Best Prices.

Not only are we the
most convenient option for students,
but the Center for Health and WellBeing Pharmacy is proud to offer
pricing at or below other pharmacies
for the majority of medications.
Adam Collins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Why Wait?

Sign up for text alerts
at sa.sc.edu/shs/rxupdate, and we will
text you when your prescription is
ready.

‘2001’ upgraded entrance

Easy Reﬁlls.

One of the most
beloved Gamecock
football traditions is
getting an upgrade this
season.
The University
of South Carolina
Athletics Department
has added pyrotechnics
to the Gamecocks’
“2001” pregame
entrance in an effort to
fire up fans before the
game. The pyrotechnic
additions include
four new units that
produce 20-foot flames
as players run onto
the field to the theme
song from “2001-A
Space Odyssey.” Eight
carbon dioxide jets were
also added, creating
suspense with 20- to
25-foot smoke columns.
The USC football
team first displayed
the upgraded “2001”
entrance at its
practice at WilliamsBrice Stadium on
Tuesday. The athletics
department opened

Reﬁlling your
prescription is easy. Go online, call or
use the PocketRX app for easy reﬁlls.
sc.edu/myrxspace . 803-777-4890 .
PocketRX in the app store

Park for Free. Park in the Bull
Street Parking garage up to 30
minutes to pick up your prescription.
Just show the parking attendant your
receipt as you exit the garage.

Location

Center for Health & Well-Being - Second Floor

Hours

Fall & Spring
M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. & Sun. 2-8 p.m.

Summer & Breaks
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Bring your USC ID and prescription insurance card with you as well
as any discount cards you want to use. You will need a valid
Government-issued photo ID (state driver’s license or ID, military
ID or passport) for all controlled-substance prescriptions and
pseudoephedrine products.

Connect

facebook.com/UofSCshs
@UofSCshs

Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community
The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.

Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

the practice to USC
f a c u l t y, s t a f f a n d
upperclassmen in a
show of appreciation.
According
to
Pyrotechnico FX show
producer Justin Pruett,
the Gamecocks are
the only NCAA team
utilizing pyrotechnic
effects on a massive
scale for football games.
Similar equipment
is mostly used in the
NFL, Pruett said.
“What makes a great
entrance is everything
that South Carolina
does when they come
out of that tunnel,” said
SEC Network analyst
Matt Stinchcomb.
“They’ve got a fantastic
soundtrack in the
‘Space Odyssey.’ The
fans get wound up and
they’re into it. It’s got
really everything you’re
looking for in a great
entrance. It’s almost as
if wrestling took its cue
from South Carolina.”
Along with the fiery
entrance, students got
to listen to the new instadium DJ, who blasted

energetic hip-hop music
through the sound
system. The DJ’s booth
was near section 10 in
the right corner of the
lower-deck bleachers,
but his bass-bumping
tunes could be heard all
around Williams-Brice.
“It won’t take away
anything from what
our band does at the
game,” head coach Will
Muschamp said of the
DJ. “Our band does a
fantastic job with the
excitement they bring
to our football team
and to our game-day
experience. It will not
affect anything that our
band does on gamedays. It’s more of a
pregame activity for
our players, which we
played music in those
situations anyway.”
Gamecock fans who
weren’t able to attend
practice Tuesday will
be able to see the instadium upgrades in the
home opener against
Kentucky at 7:30 p.m.
on Sept. 16.
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Ty’Son Williams RB
Sept. 4

DJ Smith DB
Sept. 8

Steven Montac DB
Sept. 26

Randrecous Davis
WR
Sept. 27

Daniel Fennell DL
Oct. 18

Chris Smith DB
Oct. 27

Bryan Edwards WR
Nov. 13

OrTre Smith WR
Sept.11

MJ Webb DL
Oct. 10

DJ Wonnum DL
Oct. 31

Chavis Dawkins
WR
Nov. 15

Mon Denson RB
Sept. 25

Ryan Green OL
Sept. 26

Bryson
Allen-Williams LB
OCT. 16

Caleb Kinlaw RB
Oct. 17

Jaylin Dickerson DB
Nov. 2

Zack Bailey OL
Nov. 8

Jake Bentley QB
Nov. 23

CJ Freeman RB
Nov. 26
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Top 10 essentials for attending games at Williams-Brice
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

1. CarolinaCard
Your CarolinaCard acts as your ticket
to getting into all USC sporting events,
including Gamecock football games.
If you’ve claimed a ticket via Student
Account Manager, make sure you get it
scanned at the game or you could lose
access to all tickets for the rest of the
season. For more information on how
to receive free football tickets from the
USC Athletics Department, see page
49.
2. Cowboy boots
Welcome to the south, ya’ll! Cowboy
boots are the go-to shoe choice at
football games for female students.
Paired with a black or garnet dress,
cowboy boots are a comfortable form
of footwear that will survive those long
hikes from the tailgating lots to the
Williams-Brice entrance. Pro tip: Wear
long thick socks with your boots to
avoid getting blisters.
3. Black dress
The black dress is not only a fashion
staple for everyday life but also for
Gamecock football games. Female
students love pairing black dresses with
cowboy boots and other accessories to
create a comfortable yet stylish gameday
look. Garnet dresses, jerseys and USC
t-shirts are also popular gameday
apparel options.
4. Gamecock Polo
For male students, a Gamecock polo
is equivalent to the black dress for
female students at football games. It’s a
classic apparel option for USC football
games. From black polos to different
logos, the University Bookstore sells a
wide variety of polos at affordable prices
5. Clear bag
Beginning last year, the USC
Athletics Department has implemented
a clear bag policy for all ticketed athletic
events. The policy, which will continue
this year, limits the size and type of bags
that are accepted into sporting events,
including football games. The approved
bags include clear plastic, vinyl or PVC
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Sunglasses and visors are key to watching Carolina football games under the the “Famously Hot” rays.
bags that do not exceed 12” x 6” x 12,”
one-gallon clear plastic freezer bags,
small clutches and bags no larger than
4.5” x 6.5.” Certain medical items are
allowed but must undergo inspection at
specified gates.
6. Gamecock face tattoos
Temporary Gamecock tattoos are an
easy and affordable way to accessorize at
football games. They won’t get in your
way when you’re jumping up and down
and waving your rally towel during
Sandstorm. Plus, they look great in
up-close pictures and selfies. Packs are
available at the University Bookstore.
7. Cold beverages
Columbia isn’t dubbed “famously
hot” for nothing. It’s crucial to stay
hydrated during the first month of the
season when temperatures are still in

the high 80s to low 90s. Along with
sweet tea and other refreshments, make
sure to bring a jug of water to your
tailgating party.
8. Bojangles
Students love chowing down on fried
chicken, seasoned fries and made-fromscratch biscuits before, during and after
USC football games. Not to mention,
washing it down with a large sweet
tea. With a store at 1130 Bluff Road,
Bojangles is located within walking
distance of Williams-Brice stadium.
The 4,300-square-foot restaurant is
open on Saturdays from 5:30 a.m. - 10
p.m.
9. Visor/Sunglasses with a strap
Don’t let the sun ruin your view of
the Gamecock football action on the
field. Sunglasses and visors are key for

witnessing all of the gridiron action,
especially during day games in the early
months of the season. No matter what
time the game starts, visors became an
increasingly popular accessory among
male fans during coach Steve Spurrier’s
tenure.
10. Corn hole
Corn hole is the classic college
football tailgating competition and
is widely popular in the Memorial
Lot near Williams-Brice. The game,
also called bags, dummy boards, bean
bag toss or Baggo, involves players
take turns throwing bean bags at a
raised platform with a hole at the end.
Throwing the bag in the hole scores
three points, while throwing one on
the platform scores one. Play continues
until a team or player reaches 21 points.
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Russell House watch party
brings gameday spirit
Mary Ramsey

@MCOLLEEN1996

It’s another year of
wishing and waiting for
a Gamecock home game,
but that doesn’t mean
students are doomed
to watching the season
opener alone.
The Russell House
University Union is
hosting a watch party for
the season opener against
NC State this Saturday.
Kickoff is set for 3 p.m.,
but it’s recommended

those looking for a good
seat arrive early. The
Russell House Ballroom
and Theater are the main
locations for the parties.
Overflow rooms will also
be open throughout the
Russell House.
In addition to watching
the game, students can
also enjoy free food and
games.
Those wishing to take
in the excitement in a
more intimate setting can
find the game on ESPN.

College of Education
Department of Physical Education
University of South Carolina

Physical Activity Program
Stay active while earning academic credit. Register now
for a Physical Activity course.
Did you know that USC offers about 50 different
physical activity courses each semester?
These one credit hour classes include:
•
•
•
•
•

Basketball
Golf
Group Exercise
Ice Skating
Kayaking

•
•
•
•
•

Martial Arts
Pilates
Quidditch
Rock Climbing
Self-Defense

•
•
•
•
•

Snow Skiing
Swimming
Tennis
Weight Training
Yoga

The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-MAIL NEWSLETTER

Get our headlines
in your inbox daily!
Go to dailygamecock.com
and click on subscribe to sign up!
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Who to follow on social media
Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

Show your
USC student ID
and play
18 holes for

$15 Mon-Fri
$25 weekends
Tee times recommended

1084 LANGFORD RD. BLYTHEWOOD, SC 29016
(803) 754-8600 • golfclubsc.com

For USC football
players, using social
media during the season
comes with more risk
than reward, said head
coach Will Muschamp.
“We talked about
the positive impact it
can have in marketing
your brand, but we
also talked about the
negative impact it can
have, and when you
press send, it’s over,”
Muschamp said.
Muschamp said
he isn’t enforcing a
strict social media
ban this season, but is
encouraging his players
to be smart and use

good judgement online.
“Our guys just
need to be smart,”
Muschamp said. “We
don’t want to talk about
our football activities
on the Internet. That’s
no one else’s business;
what happens here
stays here. Our guys
understand that. I
just ask them to use
good judgment. I’m
not going to be the
Twitter police; that’s
not something I care
to do. I let our guys
use good judgment and
make good choices and
decisions.”
While most of the
players, including
quarterback Jake
B e n t l e y, a r e g o i n g

offline for the season,
there are still multiple
must-follow accounts
to stay updated on the
team and get your daily
Gamecock football fix.
Check out our favorite
Twitter accounts below:
Name: Justin King
Handle: @JustinKing
Followers: 21,700
Justin King was hired
a s U S C ’s A s s o c i a t e
Athletics Director for
New and Creative
Media in February.
King plays a key role
in developing the social
media accounts and
online communication
strategy of Gamecock
football and oversees
the production of
graphics and video

content. In just a few
months on the job, the
USC grad has drawn
widespread attention
for his stunning videos
and promotional
graphics. If you’re
looking to get excited
for the upcoming
football season, King is
a must-follow.
Name:
Will
Muschamp
Handle:
@CoachWMuschamp
Followers: 274,000
Keep your eyes
peeled
for
the
legendary “#SpursUp”
tweets from South
Carolina head coach
Will Muschamp. The
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tweets signal a recruit
has committed to
the Gamecocks and
garner buzz from
online communities
of Gamecock fans.
Muschamp is also
known to tweet updates
on former Gamecocks
who are succeeding in
the NFL. He may not
be the Twitter police,
but his own social
media game is pretty
strong.
Name: Cocky
Handle: @Cocky2001
Followers: 37,500
U S C ’s b e l o v e d
mascot is as active on
Twitter as he is on the
dance floor. Follow
to see which sporting
events Cocky will be
attending and to get an
inside look at the life
of the legendary USC
mascot.
Name: Gamecock
Athletics

2017 FOOTBALL PREVIEW
Handle:
@GamecocksOnline
Followers: 246,000
The official Twitter
account for Gamecock
Athletics is a onestop shop for updates,
videos and highlights of
every USC sport from
football to swimming
and diving.
Name:
Marcus
Lattimore
Handle:
@MarcusLattimore
Followers: 257,000
The former USC
wide receiver and fan
favorite is now a head
coach at Heathwood
Hall Episcopal School
in Columbia. Follow
for updates on his
personal life, new
coaching gig and of
course, Gamecock
football memories.
N
a
m
e
:
DailyGamecock Sports
Handle: @TDG_
Sports
Followers: 3,337

For updates and
articles on USC football
and other sports, follow
The Daily Gamecock
Sports’ official Twitter
account.
Name: Gamecock
Student Rewards
Handle:
@GamecockRewards
Followers: 4,947
To e a r n f o o t b a l l
tickets and other
prizes, including
Under
Armour
apparel, students
must collect points
by attending USC
athletic events. The
Gamecock Rewards’
Twitter account is a
helpful resource for
students looking to
maximize and cash in
on their points. It not
only reminds students
of upcoming games,
but also shares point
specials where students
can earn double or
triple the original point
value for a game.

Sexual Assault and Violence
Intervention & Prevention
Student Health Services

If you or someone you know is a victim of
sexual assault or relationship violence,

call 803-777-8248*

An advocate is

ON CALL 24/7
sc.edu/stopsexualassault
For emergencies, dial 911.
*After hours, call USCPD at
803-777-4215, and they will
connect you with an advocate.
Sexual Assault and Violence
Intervention & Prevention
803-777-8248, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. M-F
Thomson Building

Student Health Services is an accredited Patient-Centered Medical Home
Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community

The University of South
Carolina is an equal opportunity
institution.
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Breaking down the
football schedule

The Gamecocks open the season against NC
State on Sept. 2 and begin conference play at
Missouri in Week 2 on Sept. 9.

Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

Week 1
Opponent: NC State
Date: Saturday, Sept. 2
Time: 3 p.m. ET
Location: Bank of America
Stadium, Charlotte, NC
TV info: ESPN
Things to know: The Gamecocks
will face NC State in the Belk
College Kickoff to open the season.
In 2015, the Gamecocks played UNC
at the same location, earning a 17-13

win and handing the Tar Heels their
only loss of the regular season. The
Daily Gamecock staff chatted with
Andrew Schnittker, the sports editor
and football beat writer of NC State’s
Technician, to see what he expects of
the Wolfpack in the season opener.
Week 2
Opponent: Missouri
Date: Saturday, Sept. 9
Time: 7 p.m. ET
Location: Faurot Field, Columbia,
MO
TV info: ESPN 2

4
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Things to know: The Gamecocks
defeated the Tigers 31-21 last season
at Williams-Brice Stadium. Like head
coach Will Muschamp, Barry Odom
is entering his second season with
the team. Quarterback Drew Lock
returns as the starter for the Tigers,
hoping to utilize a slew of new
weapons. Conversely, the Missouri
defense has some question marks,
ranking among the nation’s worst in
all four major categories last season.
Week 3
Opponent: Kentucky
Date: Saturday, Sept. 16
Time: 7:30 p.m. ET
Location: Williams-Brice Stadium,
Columbia, SC
TV info: SEC Network
Things to know: After facing
Missouri on the road in the second
week of the season, the Gamecocks
will play their home opener against
the Kenutcky Wildcats at WilliamsBrice Stadium. The Athletics
Department announced the game as
a “Black Out,” encouraging students
to wear all black apparel, matching
the football players’ uniforms for
that game. The theme was made
to coincide with Columbia being a
central location for the eclipse on
Aug. 21. “Coach Muschamp wanted
to do something special for the home
opener,” said Eric Nichols, senior
associate AD for marketing and
branding. “We will have several types
of black shirts available at our retail
outlets that can be worn for the game
and throughout the season.”
Week 4
Opponent: Louisiana Tech
Date: Saturday, Sept. 23
Time: TBA
Location: Williams-Brice Stadium,
Columbia, SC
TV info: TBA
Things to know: The Bulldogs will
acclimate a new quarterback into the
starting role for the fourth straight
season. Sophomore duel threat
J’Mar Smith will take over for Ryan
Higgins, hoping to lead Louisiana
Tech to its fourth consecutive ninewin season under coach Skip Holtz.
The last time these two teams faced

was over 20 years ago on Sept. 16,
1995, with USC earning a 68-21 win.
Week 5
Opponent: Texas A&M
Date: Saturday, Sept. 30
Time: TBA
Location: Kyle Field, College
Station, TX
TV info: TBA
Things to know: Since 2014,
the Gamecocks have lost three
straight meetings with the Aggies,
including a 24-13 loss at WilliamsBrice Stadium last season. When
the two teams met last year, the
Gamecocks were still rotating
between starting quarterbacks, while
the Aggies’ offense was solidified
with starter Trevor Knight. Now,
the tables have turned. Jake Bentley
is the Gamecocks’ No. 1 starter
and the Aggies will bring in a new
quarterback this fall, who will likely
be determined early in the season.
Their options include senior Jake
Hubenak, who was Knight’s backup
last season, redshirt freshman Nick
Starkel and highly-touted true
freshman prospect Kellen Mond.
Week 6
Opponent: Arkansas
Date: Saturday, Oct. 7
Time: TBA
Location: Williams-Brice Stadium,
Columbia, SC
TV info: TBA
Things to know: Prior to this
matchup, the Gamecocks last faced
the Razorbacks in 2013, earning
a 52-7 win. Quarterback Austin
Allen will look to get back to his
performance in the first half of last
season, including three straight wins
over Louisiana Tech, TCU and Texas
State to open the season. Arkansas
finished with a 7-5 regular season
record last season, qualifying for the
Belk Bowl, but losing to Virginia
Tech 35-24.
Week 7
Opponent: Tennessee
Date: Saturday, Oct. 14
Time: TBA
Location: Neyland Stadium,
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Knoxville, TN
TV info: TBA
Things to know: The Gamecocks’
biggest upset win last season came
at Williams-Brice Stadium over
Tennessee, which had a preseason
top 10 ranking. The Vols didn’t live
up to all of the preseason hype last
season, finishing with a 9-4 overall
record. This season they are ranked
No. 24 in the Preseason USA
Today Coaches’ Poll and will look
to acclimate a new quarterback and
offensive coordinator into the system.
Week 8 — BYE WEEK
Week 9
Opponent: Vanderbilt
Date: Saturday, Oct. 28
Time: TBA
Location: Williams-Brice Stadium,
Columbia, SC
TV info: TBA
Things to know: USC opened
last season on a positive note with
a 13-10 nationally-televised win
over Vanderbilt in Nashville. The
Commodores, who finished 6-7, 3-5
(SEC), played in a bowl game for
the first time in three years at the
end of last season. Quarterback Kyle
Shurmur returns for his junior season
after combining for four touchdowns
and 689 passing yards against
Tennessee and Ole Miss to end the
season.
Week 10
Opponent: Georgia
Date: Saturday, Nov. 4
Time: TBA
Location: Sanford Stadium, Athens,
GA
TV info: TBA
Things to know: The Gamecocks
will enter this game having lost to the
Bulldogs for two straight meetings.
Like USC quarterback Jake Bentley,
Georgia quarterback Jacob Eason
will return for his sophomore season
with a slew of offensive weapons —
both old and new. The Gamecocks
limited Eason to 29 yards and one
touchdown in their matchup last
season, but running back Nick Chubb

Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

carried the majority of the offensive
load with two rushing touchdowns.
He and Sony Michel are returning
for their senior seasons.
Week 11
Opponent: Florida
Date: Saturday, Nov. 11
Time: TBA
Location: Williams-Brice Stadium,
Columbia, SC
TV info: TBA
Things to know: The Gators
will look to defend their SEC East
crown for the third straight season,
but they’ll have to do so with a
new quarterback and defensive
coordinator. The Gamecocks lost
20-7 to the Gators in Gainesville
last season in what was quarterback
Jake Bentley’s first test on the road
after three straight wins at home.
With former USC head coach Steve
Spurrier and current head coach Will
Muschamp both having coached at
Florida, this matchup is definitely
one to circle on your calendar.

Week 12
Opponent: Wofford
Date: Saturday, Nov. 18
Time: TBA
Location: Williams-Brice Stadium,
Columbia, SC
TV info: TBA
Things to know: These two
Palmetto State teams last faced in
2012 with the Gamecocks taking
a 24-7 victory in Columbia. The
Terriers, coached by Mike Ayers,
are the Gamecocks’ sole FCS
opponent this season. They finished
10-4 overall with a 6-2 record in
the Southern Conference. The
Gamecocks are 19-4 all-time against
the Terriers having won 16 straight.
Last season, the Terriers’ lone FBS
game came against SEC opponent
Ole Miss, resulting in a 38-13 loss in
Week 2.
Week 13
Opponent: Clemson
Date: Saturday, Nov. 25

Time: TBA
Location: Williams-Brice Stadium,
Columbia, SC
TV info: TBA
Things to know: The Gamecocks
are hoping to turn the page on a
56-7 blowout loss to the Tigers
last season in Clemson. USC has
lost three straight Palmetto Bowl
meetings to the Tigers, dating back
to 2014. After winning the National
Championship in January, Clemson
was ranked No. 5 in the Preseason
USA Today Coaches’ Poll. One of
the biggest questions the Tigers face
is “Who can fill the role of Heisman
Trophy runner-up Deshaun Watson?”
Between junior Kelly Bryant, five-star
true freshman Hunter Johnson and
redshirt freshman Zerrick Cooper,
the Tigers aren’t shy of options.
SEC Championship
Date: Saturday, Dec. 2
Time: 4 p.m. ET
Location: Mercedes-Benz Stadium,
Atlanta, GA
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EMPLOYMENT
ACROSS
1 Draft day
announcements
6 In-tents
experience?
10 Like some
dental floss
14 End of __
15 Jai __
16 Wrapped up
17 Artifact
18 Board member?
19 Unites
20 Volleyball
players in
Dublin?
1HZ<RUN·VBB
Island
24 Sturgeon
delicacy
25 Engineering sch.
on the Hudson
River
28 Euros in Rome?
32 Deadly snake
35 White House
signing
ceremony
memento
36 __ Trinket, “The
Hunger Games”
chaperone
played by
Elizabeth Banks
37 Airport
inspectors in
Beijing?
42 Cosmonaut
Vladimir
43 Partner of abet
44 Most of Ariz.
GRHVQ·WREVHUYH
it
45 Dance lessons
in Madrid?
50 CIA predecessor
'ULYHUV·RUJ
3KLOOLHV·GLY
56 Number
cruncher in New
Delhi?
59 SALT subject
62 Crab Key villain
63 Mazda MX-5,
familiarly
64 Witty tweet, e.g.
1RYHOLVW2·%ULHQ
66 Bunsen burner
kin
67 Small ticks?
68 Travel aimlessly

Pasta Fresca seeking HOST/
CASHIER & EXPERIENCED
SERVERS for evening/weekend shifts. Apply in person
between 4pm - 6pm daily at
4722 Forest Drive, 29206

Kitchen And Servers
P/T Kitchen and Servers.
Weekday Lunchtime availability a must. Apply in person.
Groucho’s Deli. 611 Harden
Street @5 Points. No phone
calls.
Email mattd@grouchos.com

69 One of
)UDQNOLQ·VWZR
certainties
DOWN
0XVpHG·2UVD\
city
2 Still
3 Salsa singer Cruz
4 Spring 2008
“Dancing with
the Stars”
champion
Yamaguchi
5 Potpourri pouch
6 Wedding
reception sight
7 Hit the ground
8 Hindu incantation
9 Word with carrier
or passenger
10 Floors
11 Abbr. in many
addresses
12 Crossed (out)
13 Jr. and sr.
21 Loses it
22 Lute-like
instrument
25 Served seconds,
say
26 Figure skating
event
27 In other words,
in other words
29 Novelist Harper

host, server, bartender
We are looking for highly
motivated and energetic
college students to join our
hospitality team. No experience required. Please email
your resume and interest to:
mw@miyos.com or visit :
www.miyos.com to
apply on line.
Email mw@miyos.com
30 Quechua
speakers
31 He served as
A.G. under his
brother
´'RQ·WBB
innocent”
33 Port arrivals
34 Pockets for
falafel
38 Start to skid?
39 French spa
40 Strike
41 Utopias
46 More
melancholy
47 Bob, for one
48 Like peacocks

49 Many a Mideast
native
53 Appliance maker
since 1934
54 Attack
55 Vandalize
56 Rascals
57 Kendrick of
“Pitch Perfect”
58 “Syntactic
Structures”
author Chomsky
59 Nos. averaging
100
60 What a shark
strikes with
61 Wite-Out maker

Recruiters Assistant (PT)
Independent Recruiter hiring
assistant to work in office
approx 15 hours per week.
Flexible hours. Just need
someone to help screen
resumes and schedule interviews. Great opportunity for
HR/Business Majors.
Email jobs@gostaff.net

Scanning - Medical Office
Medical practice seeks
part-time employees to scan
records into the patient’s
chart. Flexible hours. To apply, please email resume with
available hours. No phone
calls, please. Email
ckay@laurelendocrinology.
com

FOR SALE

Play 10-person Super Bowl
squares with friends with ANY
GAME for FREE! No more
100-square formats. Download FOOTBALL PULLTABS
and make watching football
even more fun! Available
at iTunes and Google Play
stores. Visit footballpulltabs.
com

Kennel Tech
Looking for hardworking
dependable part time help.
Must be able to work some
weekdays, weekends, and
holidays. Apply in person with
resume.
Dog Daze 1241 Veterans
Road
695.0091

wusc.sc.edu
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